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AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONARY UNION. 


SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD. 


New York, March 13, 1855. 


The Board of Managers of the American Baptist Missionary 
Union, under a eall of the Executive Committee, assembled for a 
special meeting in the lecture room of the Tabernacle Baptist 
church, Second Avenue, New York, this day at ten o’clock, 
A. M. 

In the absence of the Chairman, the Rey. Dr. Lathrop called 
the Board to order, and nominated the Hon. James M. Linnard, 
of Pa., as Chairman pro tempore. Mr. Linnard was elected and 
took the chair. 

The roll was called, and the following members of the Board 
were then and subsequently found to be present: 


Ministers. Ministers. Ministers. 


J.C. Foster. R. C. MILLs, FE. L. MAGoon, 
G. W. Samson, Kk. Laruror, S. H. 
. MAson, L. HAYDEN, W. R. 
i. LEONARD, J.C. HARRISON, J. DowLtna, 
H. J. N. GRANGER, 
V. R. Horenkiss, W. CLARKE, 
G. Kempron, S. J. Drake, A. G. PALMER, 
J. H. S. D. Puetrs, 


Laymen. Laymen. Laymen. 


James Boyce, Oren SAGE, C. D. Goutp, 

T. W. Ewart, THos. WATTSON, D. SANDERSON, 

S. CoLGATE, Wm. P. BENJAMIN, WILLIAM BUCKNELL, 
James M. LINNARD, A. Coors, P. P. Runyon. 

D. M. Witson, 


Prayers were offered by the Rev. B. T. Welch, D. D., of N. Y., 
and the Rey. J. H. Kennard, of Pa. 
Letters from absent members were submitted, as follows: 
from Rev. Dr. Wayland, Rey. C. W. Flanders, Hon. T. W. Ewart, 
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Rev. W. F. Hansell, Rev. Dr. Sheldon, and Rev. E. Worth; and 
likewise a letter from J. N. Wilder, Esq., especially invited. 

The call addressed to the members of the Board severally, 
under which the present meeting is assembled, was read by the 
Recording Secretary. 

On nomination of the Secretary, the Rev. Wm. H. Shailer, D. D., 
of Maine, was appointed Assistant Recording Secretary for the 
present sessions. 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Lathrop, the Board voted to meet 
daily at half past 9, A. M., and, with a recess from one to half 
past one, to continue in session till half past four, P. M. Evening 
sessions to commence at half past seven, and continue till half 
past nine. 

A communication from the Executive Committee in regard to 
the occasions and objects of the meeting was laid before the 
Board, by the Rev. Dr. Bright, Home Secretary, and on motion 
of the Rey. Dr. Porter it was laid on the table for the 
present. 


REASONS FOR CALLING A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD. 


The object for which the Executive Committee have called this special meeting 
of the Board of Managers, is to lay before them the state of the missions in Bur- 
mah, and matters thereto pertaining. But the object thus generally stated, neces- 
sarily involves inquiries into — 

1. The mutual relations of the Union and its missionaries, and the extent to 
which they are, or should be, subject to regulations or instructions proceeding from 
the Board or its Executive Committee ; also, the regulations actually established and 
in force. 

2. The missionary policy and measures pursued by the late Deputation in Bur- 


mah, and adopted by the Committee. 


3. The doings of the Councils convened at Maulmain by the Deputation, 
and of the Executive Committee thereon, with matters pertaining to the 
same. 

4. The inquiry as to what action ought to be had with respect to missions or 
missionaries disregarding their relations with the Union, and the instructions of the 
Board or its Committee. 

These several topics will, therefore, be submitted in the order now named, unless 


‘the Board shall otherwise direct. 


But before proceeding to submit the topics, it may be proper to state the reasons 
whick, in the judgment of the Committee, required the calling of a special meeting 


of the Board. The reasons exist,— 


First, in the nature of the topics to be presented. They involve not only fun- 


‘damental principles of missionary policy and administration ; they have respect, 


also, to the conduct of missionaries} and to measures a just understanding of which 
will claim the careful examination of many long documents. Topics of so much 
importance and so complicated, it was thought, could not be profitably investigated 
at an annual meeting, under any circumstances; and in no event, without crowd- 
ing out of an anniversary subjects appropriate to the occasion, and protracting the 
services beyond the limits which have in any instance been assigned to 


them. 
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But a second class of reasons, for the calling of a special meeting, are found in 
the injurious influence of the existing state of things on the missionary work at 
home and abroad. From considerations submitted to the Managers at their annual 
meeting in 1853, both in the annual report and by a special communication, the 
Executive Committee, in the autumn of the previous year, had appointed a Dep- 
utation to visit the missions in Burmah. The measure was deemed in every res- 
pect important and necessary. It was entered upon deliberately and unanimously, 
and it was believed that it would result in great and permanent good to the missions. 
The Committee have seen no adequate ground for doubting the necessity or im- 
portance of that measure. Their views of the arduousness and worth of the work of 
the Deputation remain unchanged. But its immediate results have not been as they 
hoped. It was known, indeed, before they left Burmah, that their work had failed 
to command the approval of all the missionaries. ‘Two or three of them expressed 
their dissent in no measured terms, through communications addressed to individu- 
als in this country, before the annual meeting occurred. Some of these commun- 
ications were published, by the weekly denominational press, and others were read 
at the annual meeting in May last. The reports of that meeting, on reaching the 
missions, seem to have had the effect to increase the number of dissenting mission- 
aries, and to call forth a much larger number of communications animadverting 
with marked severity on both the work of the Deputation abroad and the state- 
ments made by them on their return. These communications convey statements 
and involve considerations of a character so serious, that the Executive Committee 
have been brought to the painful conviction that they are bound, by a regard for 
sacred interests committed to their trust, and by every consideration of self-respect, 
to lose ne time in giving the Board of Managers, to whom they are responsible, the 
means of knowing all that they know with respect to the causes of the existing dis- 
quiet. It is believed that the present state of feeling and opinion in some of the 
missions and in some sections of the home ficld, cannot be consonant with what is 
essential to the successful prosecution of the missionary work. With the cooperation 
ofall hearts and hands, it has been no slight service to provide men and the means to 
conduct that work. What, then, can be hoped for, when a portion of the most 
important part of the cooperative force becomes adverse, when missionaries 
undermine the confidence necessary to the suecess of their home organization ? 
Surely it cannot be possible thus to sustain so great an enterprise as that of Chris- 
tian missions. 

The Executive Committee come, therefore, to the Board of Managers in obedi- 
ence to a necessity which they sincerely and deeply regret. They had hoped that 
nothing would arise to make it needful for them to make public the details of pain- 
ful proceedings. ‘They have earnestly and perseveringly sought to avert such ne- 
cessity. But failing in this, they have felt constrained to call this special meeting of 
the Board, to lay before them facts, —all the facts, necessary to a just understand- 
ing of the present state of the missions in Burmah, and of their own administration 
of the same. The Committee hope that the Board will be able to give to the in- 
vestigation the time needed to a full view of all the cases claiming their attention, 
and that they will attain to definitive results in each case. 


The present meeting has been called conformably, in all repects, to the provis- 
ions of the eleventh article of the Constitution, and a copy of the “ printed notice” 
sent to every Manager is herewith submitted. 

The Committee have also extended invitations to individuals to be present at 
this meeting, agreeably with the following votes : 


Voted, That the Rev. James N. Granger, D. D., of the late Deputation to Bur- 
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mah, be informed of the subjects to be laid before the Board; and that he be 
invited to be present to give such information, by document or otherwise, in his 
possession, as may be required. 

Voted, That the like invitation be extended to all the missionaries of the Union, 
past and present, now in this country and more immediately concerned in the sub- 
jects to be presented to the Board. 

Voted, That such members of the Union as are not members of the Board, and 
as are known to be dissatisfied with the action of the Deputation and the Commit- 
tee, be apprised of the object of the meeting, and invited to be present. 

Voted, That the Rev. William H. Shailer, D. D., late a member of the Executive 
Committee and its Recording Secretary, be invited to attend the special meeting 
of the Board of Managers. 

Voted, That the members of the Executive Committee severally be requested to 
attend the meeting of the Board, and, so far as practicable, to be present at all its 


sittings ; and that they be authorized to aid in discussions and explanations on behalf 
of the Committee, as cireumstances may require. 

The missionaries, past and present, who have been desired to attend, are the 
Rev. Messrs. F. Mason, D. D., W. Dean, D. D., J. G. Binney, D. D., E. A. Stev- 
ens, H. Howard, S$. M. Osgood, and W. Moore; and the persons invited under the 
third vote, are the Rev. Messrs. B. T. Welch, D. D., R. Babeock, D. D., W. P 
Hague, D. D., M. B. Anderson, LL. D., A. ‘Ten Brook, M. G. Clarke, W. B. da- 
cobs, and J. S. Swan, and J. N. Wilder, Esq., and C. Comstock, Esq. 


Missionaries of the Union, past and present, and members of 
the Union, specially invited to attend this meeting, having been 
announced in the foregoing paper, the following persons so invi- 
ted were found to be in attendance then and subsequently. 


Missionaries. Missionaries. Missionaries. 
Rev. F. Mason, D. D., Rey. J. G. Binney, D. D., Rey. 8. M. Oseoon, 
Rev. W. Dray, D. D., Rey. H. Howarp, tev. E. A. STEVENS. 
Members. Members. Members. 
Rey. B. T. Wevicn, D. D., Rev. W. Hacve, D. D., Rey. J. 8S. Swan, 
Rey. R. Bancock, D. D., Rev. A. Ten Brook, Rev. M. G. CLARKE. 


The members of the Executive Committee present, are the 
Rey. Baron Stow, D. D., Rev. Henry J. Ripley, D. D., Rev. J. W. 
Parker, D. D., Rev. Rollin H. Neale, D. D., and J. W. Converse, 
Esq. 

Members of the Union generally, who were present, were re- 
quested to hand their names to the Secretary for record. The 
names so furnished, with others ascertained, were as follows: 


S. Adlam, R. I. II. Bromley, N. Y. S. S. Cutting, N. Y. 

T. S. Anderson, Mass. J. Burnett, N. Y. T. T. Devan, N. Y. 

R. Babcock, N. Y. C. A. Buckbee, N. Y. Jas. S. Dickerson, N. Y. 
J. 8. Backus, N. Y. Eben. Cauldwell, N. Y. Duncan Dunbar, N. Y. 
Peter Balen, N. Y. C. N. Chandler, N. Y. Charles Evans, N. Y. 
H. M. Baldwin, N. J. Benj. Clapp, N. Y. H. C. Fish, N. J. 

J. Ballard, N. Y. Wm. Colgate, N. Y. L. Freeman, N. Y. 

J. Banvard, N. Y. Jas. B. Colgate, N. Y. J. W. Gibbs, N. J. 

L. F. Beecher, N. Y. J. Cookson, N. H. A. D. Gillette, N. Y. 
Thomas Brandt, N. Y. J. P. Crozer, Pa. J. 1. Griffith, N. Y. 


O. W. Briggs, N. Y. W. J. Cutting, N. Y. Geo. Gault, N. Y. 
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Geo. Hatt, N. Y. L. W. Olney, N. Y. J. C. Stockbridge, Mass. 
Benj. M. Hill, N. Y. W. H. Parmly, N. J. A. H. Stowell, N. Y. 

E. 'T. Hiseox, N. Y. D. S. Parmalee, N. Y. J. W. Taggart, N. Y. 

M. G. Hodge, N. Y. N. M. Perkins, Ct. E. E. L. Taylor, N. ¥. 
J. L. Hodge, N. Y. S. Remington, N. Y. Thomas ‘Thomas, N. Y. 
J. S. Holme, N. Y. A. W. Rogers, N. J. W. W. Todd, N. Y. 

IL. J. Hopkins, N. Y. F. Remington, O. W. J. Todd, N. Y. 

S. Illsley, N. Y. W. N. Sage, N. Y. W. B. Tolan, N. J. 

P. F. Jones, N. Y. Miles Sanford, Mass. William Verrinder, N. J. 
O. B. Judd, N. Y. J. W. Sarles, N. Y. G. S. Webb, N. J. 

8. R. Kelly, N. Y. II. Seaver, N. Y. Isaac Wescott, N. Y. 

Bb. N. Leach, N. Y. Smith Sheldon, N. Y. D. Wheelock, Mass. 

J. R. Ludlow, N. Y. J.P. Simmons, N. Y. A. Wibery, Pa. 

R. 'T. Middleditch, N. J. L. E. Smith, Mass. A. Wilbur, Mass. 

W.S. Mikels, N.Y. C. G. Sommers, N. Y. Wm. H. Wines, Mass. 
DD. I. Miller, N. Y. J. E. Southworth, N. Y. Wm. Winterton, N. Y. 
W. D. Murphy, N. Y. J. R. Stone, N. Y. J. J. Woolsey, Ct. 

G. P. Nice, N. J. QO. S. Stearns, N. J. S. Ziegler, Pa. 


J. W. Olmstead, Mass. I.R. Steward, N. Y. 


A paper from the Executive Committee was read by the For- 
eign Secretary, the Rey. Dr. Peck, on the “ Mutual Relations of 
the Union and its Missionaries, and the extent to which they 
are, or should be, subject to regulations or instructions proceed- 
ing from the Boar dor its Executive Committee; also, the regula- 
tions actually established and in force ;’—this paper having been 
prepared in accordance with votes passed at the last annual ses- 
sions of the Union and the Board. 

The communication from the Executive Committee, on the 
occasions and objects of the meeting, read by the Home Secretary 
and laid a the table, was taken from the table on motion of . 
the Rey. Dr. Cone. 

Prayer was offered by the Rey. G. 8S. Webb, of New Jersey, 
and the Board took a recess. 

At the close of the recess the Board was called to order, and 
prayer was offered by the Rev. Dr. Babcock. 

The Home Secretary read documents pertaining to the doings 
of councils in Burmah,—first, in the case of the Rey. Elisha L. 
Abbott, (deceased,) late missionary of the Union. The documents 
in this case were, first, a report of a sub-committee of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee, adopted by the Committee Feb., 1854; second, 
a letter from the Home Secretary (acting as Foreign Secretary 
at the time,) addressed to the Rey. Mr. Abbott, dated Feb. 8, 
1854; third, a letter addressed to the Rev. Mr. Kincaid, from 
the same Secretary, dated Feb. 13, 1854; fourth, a reply thereto 
from the Rey. Mr. Kineaid; fifth, a letter addressed to the Rev. 
J.S. Beecher, dated Feb. 14, 1854, to which no reply has been 
rec eived ; sixth, a brief letter from the Rev. Messrs. Kineaid, 
Brayton, ‘Vinton and Beecher, dated Nov. —, 1854. P 

The next documents submitted, related to the second Maulmain 
council, held with reference to the case of Rev. J. H. Vinton; 
the first of which documents was a report by the sub-committee 
before named, adopted in like manner by the Executive Com- 
mittee. 
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During the reading of this document, the afternoon session 
was extended by vote, and at ten minutes past five the Board ad- 
journed, after prayer by the Rev. Dr. Hague, to meet at half past 
seven. 

The Board met at half past seven. Prayer was offered by the 
Rev. Dr. Williams. 

The Rev. Dr. Peck made statements in explanation of certain 

lusions in Mr. Kincaid’s letter, and was followed by the Rev. 
Dr. Granger with reference to the same subject. 

The business laid aside on the adjournment, was resumed, and 
a letter was read, addressed by the Home Secretary to the Rey. 
J. H. Vinton, dated April 11, 1854; and this was followed by 
Mr. Vinton’s reply, dated Nov. 16, 1854, and by a brief letter 
from the same missionary dated July 21, 1853. 

Adjourned. Prayer by the Rey. Dr. Hill. 


Wepnespay, March 14. 

The Board me¢é at half past nine. Scriptures were read by the 
Rev. Dr. Shailer, and prayer was offered by the Rey. 8. J. Drake. 

The minutes of yesterday were read and approved. 

The Chairman announced that, in consequence of indisposition, 
he should be under the necessity of calling to his place tempora- 
rily a substitute, and the Rev. Dr. Dowling was requested to take 
the chair. 

It was moved by the Rev. Dr. Granger, and carried, that the 
subject of the councils, under consideration yesterday, be resumed 
for further statements, and for the consideration and action of 
the Board. 

The Rev. Dr. Granger proceeded to make such statements, 
reading from the report of the Deputation on that subject, ad- 
dressed to the Executive Committee, and from various other 
documents. Letters were likewise read from the Rev. Mr. Vin- 
ton, and from the Rev. Messrs. Vinton, Kineaid and Beecher. 

The hour for the recess having arrived, the Board adjourned. 
Prayer by the Rev. D. B. Cheney. . 

The Board met at half past one o'clock, P. M. Prayer was 
offered by the Rev. J. C. Foster. 

The business of the Board pertaining to the councils was 
resumed, and after further statements and discussions, resolutions 
relative thereto were proposed by the Rev. Dr. Williams. 

Pending the consideration of the subject, the Board adjourned. 
Prayer by the Rey. J. 8. Swan. 

The evening session was opened with prayer by the Rev. Dr. 
Binney. 

A letter of apology for non-attendance, from the Rev. Dwight 
Ives, D. D., was read by the Recording Secretary. 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Ripley, a half hour was spent in 
prayer. On request of the Chairman, the Rev. Dr. Ripley, Rev. 
M. G. Clarke, Rev. William Clarke, Rev. Dr. Porter, Rev. D. B. 
Cheney and Rey. Dr. Bright successively led the meeting in prayer. 
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The Rev. Dr. Williams proposed a minute preliminary to his 
resolutions. The minute having been prefixed by vote, the first 
ofthe resolutions came up for consideration, and was discussed 
during the evening. The hour of adjournment arriving, prayer 
was offered by Rev. J. S. Swan, and the Board adjourned. 


Tnurspay, March 15, 1855. 

The morning session was opened with reading of Scriptures by 
the Rev. Dr. Shailer and prayer by the Rev. Dr. Dowling. 

The minutes of yesterday were read and approved. The first 
of the resolutions proposed by the Rev. Dr. Williams came up for 
consideration. Pending the discussion, the hour for the recess 
having arrived, prayer was offered by the Rev. Dr. Hodge, and 
the Board adjourned. 

The Board metat half past one, and after prayer by the Rev. Dr. 
Dean, the discussion was resumed and continued to the hour of 
adjournment. Prayer was offered by the Rev. Dr. Neale. Ad- 
journed. 


The Board met at half past seven. Prayer was offered by the 
Rey. J. C. Harrison. 

The Rev. Mr. Samson moved, “that a committee of nine be 
now appointed, in whose hands shall be placed all documents per- 
taining to the Maulmain Councils, now in possession of the Board 
and which shall hereafter be received by the Executive Com- 
mittee, and whose duty it shall be fully and faithfully to consider 
the same, with all such other testimony, whether oral or written, 
as may be offered them, and to report thereon, either in part or 
finally, at the approaching annual meeting of the Board in Chi- 
cago.” Carried. 

The Chairman nominated the Rev. Wm. R. Williams, D. D., 
Rey. 8. H. Cone, D. D., Rev. William Hague, D. D., Rev. J. H. 
Kennard, Rey. E. Lathrop, D. D., Rev. J. C. Foster, Rev. L. G. 
Leonard, Rey. B. Stow, D. D., and Rey. G. 8. Webb. 

The Rev. Dr. Hague having declined to serve, the Hon. James 
M. Linnard was appointed on the committee in his stead. 

The Secretary read the following letter from the Rey. Dr. 
Bright to the Hon. Ira Harris, Chairman of this Board. 


“ Misstonary Rooms, 
Boston, March 10, 1855. 
“My Dear Sir: 

“ Having served the American Baptist Missionary Union, as one of its Secreta- 
ries, nearly nine years, it may be due to the Board of Managers that I take the 
earliest opportunity to inform them that it is not my intention to renew an official 
connection with the Union after the close of the missionary year ending in May 
ensuing. It does not seem to be necessary or expedient for me to state the reasons 
for this decision. I may say, however, that I entered on the duties of the office, in 
1846, with no other aim than to make the interests of the missionary cause para- 
mount to all personal considerations, and to devote to them the best services at my 
command. I now hope to resign the trust with the consciousness of having sought 
faithfully to fulfil that purpose. 

“ With unabated interest in the work of giving the gospel to the world, I am, 

Very respectfully and truly, yours, 
(Signed) Epw. Brieut, JR. 
“ To the Chairman of the Board of Managers.” 
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The Rey. Dr. Granger offered the following resolution ; — 
which was adopted. 

Resolved, That a committee of five members of the Board be 
appointed to inquire whether it is necessary that a Treasurer of 
this Union be chosen at the present session of this Board, and, if 
found necessary, to nominate some person to the office. 

The following persons were appointed such committee: Messrs. 

D. Sanderson, C. D. Gould, William A. Coots, Oren Sage, and 
James Boyce. 
_ A season of fraternal exhortation followed, in which the Chair- 
man, the Rev. A. D. Gillette, the Rev. Dr. Dowling, the Rev. Dr. 
Williams, the Rev. Dr. Ripley and the Rev. Dr. Neale took part, 
when the Rey. Dr. Welch offered the following resolution: 

“ Resolved, That the structure of the Missionary Union, in its 
own nature and by the prescriptions of its constitution, renders 
necessary an executive department clothed with powers suflicient 
for the fulfilment of its purposes, and which can proceed success- 
fully in its work only as a generous trust is exercised in brethren 
with whom those powers are lodged; and that this Board desires 
the executive department to proceed with the administration of the 
affairs of the Union, assured of respect, codperation and confi- 
dence.” 

After a brief discussion, this resolution was laid on the table 
for the present, to give place for a motion for the reconsideration 
of the vote by which the subject of the Maulmain Councils had 
been referred to a committee of nine, which motion was made by 
Prof. V. R. Hotchkiss. Pending this motion the Board adjourned. 
Prayer was offered by the Rev. Dr. Granger. 


Fripay, March 16. 


The Board met at half past nine. Seriptures were read by 
the Rev. Dr. Lathrop, and prayer was offered by the Rev. E. A. 
Stevens. 

The minutes of yesterday were read and approved. 

The motion of Prof. Hotchkiss to reconsider was taken up, and 
was carried. 

The motion of the Rey. Mr. Samson restored by this act, was 
now laid on the table. 

The resolutions of the Rev. Dr. Williams were again pre- 
sented. 

Pending the discussion of these resolutions the Board took a re- 
cess. Prayer was offered by the Rev. Mr. Freeman. 

The Board met at half past one. Prayer was offered by the 
Rev. Dr. Phelps. 

The Rey. Prof. Hotchkiss moved to strike out all after the 
word Resolved in the resolutions proposed by the Rey. Dr. Wil- 
liams, and to insert others, which he read. 
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The motion to strike out was lost. 

The Rev. Dr. Cone moved to strike out from the resolutions of 
the Rev. Dr. Williams all after the word Resolved, and insert oth- 
er resolutions, with a preamble. 

The question was on striking out, and was lost. 

The question returned on the first of Dr. Williams’s resolutions, 
and the resolution was adopted, the ayes and noes being as fol- 
lows: 

Ayes, J. C. Foster, G. W. Samson, A. P. Mason, H. V. Dexter, 
L. Porter, G. Kempton, R. C. Mills, E. Lathrop, L. Hayden, J. C. 
Harrison, H. Miller, V. R. Hotchkiss, 8. J. Drake, 8. D. Phelps, 
W. R. Williams, J. N. Granger, William Clarke, J. H. Kennard, 
James Boyce, Samuel Colgate, Oren Sage, C. D. Gould; 23. 

Noes, 8. H. Cone, A. G. Palmer, Thos. Wattson, James N. Lin- 
nard; 4. 

The second resolution of the Rev. Dr. Williams was then taken 
up, and the Board continued its session until five o'clock, when, 
the discussion of the resolution still pending, the Board adjourned. 
Prayer by the Rey. Dr. Judd. 


The Board met at half past seven. Prayer by the Rev. G. P. 
Nice. 

The committee on the appointment of a Treasurer reported as 
follows : 


REPORT. 


The committee of inquiry as to the necessity of choosing a Treasurer at the pres- 
ent session of the Board, submit the following report. In our opinion, according to 
the constitution, art. 17, it is necessary for the Board to proceed to the choice of a 
Treasurer at this session. Your committee, therefore, nominate Nehemiah Boyn- 
ton, Esq., of Chelsea, Mass., for Treasurer of the American Baptist Missionary 
Union. 


The report was laid on the table for the present. 


The discussion was resumed on the second of the resolutions 
of Dr. Williams, and the resolution was passed, the ayes and noes 
being as follows: 

Ayes, J. C. Foster, A. P. Mason, H. V. Dexter, L. Porter, G. 
Kempton, R. C. Mills, E. Lathrop, L. Hayden, J. C. Harrison, H. 
Miller, V. R. Hotchkiss, 8. J. Drake, 8. D. Phelps, W. R. Wil- 
liams, J. Dowling, J. N. Granger, Wm. Clarke, James Boyce, Saml. 
eames Oren Sage, W. A. Coots, C. D. Gould, P. P. Runyon; 


Noes, J. WH. Kennard, A. G. Palmer, Thos. Wattson, James M. 
Linnard; 4. 


_ The “Minute” prefixed to the resolutions of the Rev. Dr. Wil- 
liams was then unanimously adopted. 
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Amid the divergence of opinion which prevailed at the formation 
of the Missionary Union with regard to the more preferable of 
the forms proposed to be given it, there was yet a general agree- 
ment in this respect. The Union was not an ecclesiastical body, 
wielding church powers, but a voluntary Society, the channel of 
intercourse, sympathies, aid and counsels between the churches at 
home and the infant churches that they should be honored of God 
to plant in the wide wastes of heathenism abroad. 

In any consideration of the grave questions now before this 
Board, they would, therefore, not be regarded as creating, by the 
Executive Committee or by any of its agencies, ecclesiastical 
councils abroad, which should trench on the just independence of 
our churches. The laborers in our missionary fields are, however, 
fully entitled to take counsel together as to their duties, their 
difficulties and their collisions, should these in any event occur, 
These advisory meetings for fraternal deliberating codperation, 
by whatever name described, the Board or its Executive Com- 
mittee, or the agents of either, may justly suggest whenever the 
providence of God may seem to prescribe them as requisite for 
the interests of the churches abroad. It is in this limited and 
restricted sense, that the term council is to be interpreted, in the 
documents on which the Board would now pass, and in the reso- 
lutions which are at this time adopted. 


Resolved, That this Board most deeply regret the manifestations 
of human infirmity that occasioned the advisory councils of Maul- 
main, and deplore the dissensions which preceded them, and 
which have since ensued respecting them; but that, after a pro- 
tracted and saddened attention to the various complicated evi- 
dence and documents before this Board, the Board must record 
their opinion that the action of the two advisory councils, at 
Maulmain, upon topics alike difficult and delicate, but under the 
circumstances inevitable, ought to receive, in the main, the 
sanction and support of this Board. 

Resolved, That the Board do, therefore, sustain the general 
course of the Executive Committee as growing out of, and as re- 
ferring to, the results of such Maulmain advisory councils. 


The Rey. Mr. Kennard proposed the following resolution : 


Resolved, That in adopting the foregoing resolutions, the Board 
intend to express no doubt of the piety as Christians, or ability as 
missionaries, of any of our beloved missionary brethren in Bur- 
mah. We honor them as brethren beloved in the Lord, and will 
continue to cherish them in our affections, and remember them in 
our prayers. 

Laid on the table for the present. 

The subject indicated as No. 4, in the call of this meeting, was 
then taken up; and statements upon it, with documentary illus- 


trations and evidences, were submitted by the Foreign Secre- 
tary. 
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The Rev. Dr. Dowling moved the following resolution: 


Resolved, That this Board has listened with unfeigned regret 
to the letter of the Rev. Edward Bright, Jr., D. D., giving notice 
’ that he should decline reélection to the office of Home Secretary 
of the American Baptist Missionary Union; and deeply sensible 
as they are of the Christian fidelity and ability with which he for 
nine years past has discharged the duties of that office, they do, 

hereby, most respectfully and earnestly request him to reconsider 
; his decision upon that subject. 
. This resolution was passed unanimously. 
, The resolution of the Rev. Mr. Kenfard was taken from the 
f table and passed. 
’ The Rev. Wm. Clarke proposed the following resolution. 
‘ Resolved, That this Board entertain a deep sense of the piety, 
: zeal and distinguished suecess of the late Rev. Elisha L. Abbott, 
: who died one of our missionaries, and who, notwithstanding in- 
. firmities oecasioning sadness to himselfand others, should be held 
7 in grateful and honored remembrance by all the friends of mis- 
1 sions. 
; The resolution, after remarks explafning the infirmities referred 
" to, was passed unanimously. 

After prayer by the Rey. Dr. Lathrop, adjourned. 
‘ Saturpay, March 17. 
The Board met at half past nine, when Scriptures were read by 

: the Rev. Dr. Peck, and prayer was offered by the Rev. Mr. 
Kempton. 
1 The minutes of yesterday were read and approved. 
t The Foreign Secretary proceeded with statements, under article 
four in the call, going to show, specially, insubordination in the 
cases of two missionaries referred to. These statements being 


concluded, the Rey. Dr. Phelps proposed the following resolutions : 
l “ Resolved, That, while we would not abridge the reasonable 
. exercise of a missionary’s liberty and judgment, required by the 
work and sphere assigned him, and rendered necessary by sudden 
emergencies, yet we cannot encourage the Executive Committee 
to allow any missionary a change of locality or of service, desig- 


1 nated by them, without their official direction or sanction. 

3 “ Resolved, That, if hereafter any missionary shall disregard the 
. instructions of the Executive Committee, or persist in such disre- 
l 


gard, thus violating his obligations and introducing disorder and 
H corruption into the enterprise we are endeavoring to carry on, 
breaking up its plans, and interposing obstacles to its harmonious 
progress,—it is our solemn conviction that the interests of our mis- 


, sions and justice to all the missionaries abroad, and to the agents 

i at home, demand the recall or dismissal of such missionary; and 

J the Executive Committee are hereby directed to act with the 


promptness and firmness which any case may require.” 


’ 
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The first of these resolutions being under consideration, the 
Rev. Dr. Granger moved to amend by adding the following words: 
“or of any formal and systematic interference with the plans and 
distribution of missionary service specifically adopted by the Ex- 
ecutive Committee. ” 

The discussion proceeding on this amendment, the amendment 
and resolutions were laid upon the table to give place to the fol- 
lowing, proposed by the Rev. Dr. Cone; and which was unani- 
mously adopted. 

Whereas the following inquiry has been submitted to this Board 
by the Executive Committee, viz., “What action ought to be had 
with respect to missions or missionaries disregarding their rela- 
tions with the Union and the instructions of the Board or its 
Committee, ”"—therefore, 

Resolved, That the Board will sustain the Executive Com- 
mittee in the full exercise of all the powers conferred upon 
them by the constitution. 

The report of the committee on the appointment of a Treas- 
urer came up, and was again laid over for future action. 

At one o’clock, the Board adjourned to meet on Monday next 
at two o'clock, P. M. Prayers were offered by the Rey. Mr, Mil- 
ler and the Rev. Dr. Hodge. 

Monpbay, March 19, 1855. 

The Board met at two o’clock, P. M. The roll was called, and 


the following members were found to be present during the 
session, 


Ministers. Ministers. Laymen. 
J. C. Foster, A. G. Palmer, Anthony Colby, 
A. P. Mason, C. Hayden, D. M. Wilson, 
J. N. Granger, S. P. Drake, Oren Sage, 
8. D. Phelps, S. IT. Cone, J. M. Linnard, 
L. Porter, V. R. Hotchkiss, S. Colgate, 
W. R. Williams, W. Clarke, T. Wattson. 
H. Miller, J. H. Kennard, 
E. Lathrop, R. C, Mills, 


In the absence of the Hon. Mr. Linnard, Chairman pro tempore. 
ex-Governor Colby was invited to take the chair until his arrival. 

Prayer was offered by the Rev. J. Wescott. The proceedings 
of Saturday were read and approved. The Rey. Dr. Shailer hav- 
ing left the city, the Rev. Dr. Phelps was requested to assist the 
Secretary. 

On motion of the Rey. Dr. Porter, the Board proceeded to the 
consideration of “ the missionary policy and measures pursued by 
the late Deputation in Burmah and adopted by the Committee ;” 
as proposed in the call of the meeting. 

A paper on this subject from the Executive Committee, was 
read by the Foreign Secretary. Pending remarks on this paper, 
without taking any question, the Board adjourned. Prayer by 
the Rey. Dr. Cone. 
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The Board met at half past seven, the Hon. Mr. Linnard in the 
chair. Prayer was offered by the Rev. J. W. Smith. 

On motion, the subject under consideration was laid on the 
table for the present, for the purpose of proceeding to the elec- 
tion of a Treasurer. 

The Rey. Drs. Lathrop and Porter were appointed tellers. 

The ballots being counted, Nehemiah Boynton, Esq., was de- 
clared duly elected. 

Voted, That the Treasurer be required to give bonds in the 
sum of ten thousand dollars with two good and _ sufficient 
securities. 

The consideration of the subject of missionary policy, &c., 
laid on the table, was resumed. The Rey. Dr. Porter moved the 
reference of the whole subject embraced in the paper under con- 
sideration, to a committee, to report at the next annual meeting 
at Chicago. 

Pending the discussion of this question, the hour of adjourn- 
ment arriving, the session was extended by vote to ten o'clock. 

Adjourned. Prayer by Rey. J. Banvard. 


Tuespay, March 20. 

The Board met at half past nine. Scriptures were read by 
the Chairman. Prayer was offered by the Rey. J. Wescott. 

The roll was called, and the reeords of yesterday’s proceed- 
ings were read and approved. The Rev. Dr. Magoon, having 
returned to the city, took his seat again in the Board. 

The question of referring to a committee was under considera- 
tion, and the debate extended to the merits of the whole 
question. 

The hour of the recess having arrived, the Board adjourned. 
Prayer by the Rey. Dr. Parker. 


The Board met at half past one, and the session was opened 
with prayer by the Rey. W. C. Richards. 

The question of reference was resumed, and, after a protracted 
discussion, was divided; the question being first on the reference 
to a committee, which was carried. The words “at the annual 
meeting at Chicago” were then stricken out, and it was voted 
that the report be made at this evening’s session. 

The committee was constituted of Rev. Dr. Williams, Rey. S. 
J. Drake, Rev. Dr. Lathrop, Rev. Dr. Porter and Rey. Mr. Ken- 
nard., 

The Rey. R. C. Mills moved the following resolution, which 
was adopted. 

Resolved, That the committee which has nominated a Treasur- 
er of the Union at this meeting, be a committee to report to the 
Board at the annual meeting on the comparative advantage and 
expense of the present and former modes of filling this office, and 
nominate a candidate for the office to the Board at the above 
meeting. 

The committee referred to, was composed of Messrs. D. San- 
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derson, C. D. Gould, J. Boyce, 0. Sage, and W. A. Coots; and to 
these were added, by vote, Mr. Jefferson Borden, and Rey. R. C. 
Mills. 

The Rev. Dr. Granger moved the following, which was 
carried. 

Whereas the Missionary Union at its last meeting adopted a 
resolution, recorded on page 51 of the minutes, instructing the 
Board of Managers to obtain from the Executive Committee a 
report, “for the use of the Union,” upon the mutual relations of 
this organization and its missionaries, — 

Resolved, That the paper on this subject, presented by the 
Executive Committee on the first day of the present session of 
this Board, be taken from the table, and that it be presented to 
the Union at its next meeting. 

Adjourned. Prayer by the Rev. B. N. Leach. 


The Board met at half past seven. Prayer by the Rev. B. T. 
Middleditch. 

The following resolutions were successively passed. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting, including the 
papers from the Executive Committee on the mutual relations 
of the Union and its missionaries and on missionary policy, &e, 
numbered respectively one and three in the call of the meeting, 
be published under direction of the Executive Committee. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Board be given to the pastor 
and members of the Tabernacle Baptist church, and other church- 
es of New York, for their kind and generous hospitalities extend- 
ed to this body on this occasion. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Board be extended to the 
Hon. J. M. Linnard, for the able and impartial manner in which 
he has discharged the duties of Chairman pro tempore during the 
present session. 

The committee to whom the paper on the missionary policy 
pursued by the Deputation in Burmah, &c., was referred, reported 
through their chairman, the Rev. Dr. Williams, the following 
minute and resolutions, which were adopted unanimously. 


REPORT. 


The committee of the Board to whom was referred the paper on “ the mission- 
ary policy and measures pursued by the Deputation to Burmah, and (on their 
suggestion) adopted by the Executive Committee,” would present the following 
minute and resolutions : 

The appointment of a Deputation to visit the Eastern fields of our missionary 
toil, was a measure, in the judgment of the Executive Committee, required by new 
and grave emergencies, no less than by some old and chronic difficulties. It was 
natural the Deputation should awaken some variance of opinion, alike as to its neces- 
sity —as to the extent of the powers that it was to wield — and as to the applica- 
tion of its influence actually made. Nor have these discordant judgments been 
yet brought into harmony. The Union of 1854 (Fortieth Annual Report, pages 
50, 51,) coalesced, after a long and close discussion, in the adoption of resolutions 
in reference to some of the questions; and to these your present committee would 
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call the attention of this meeting. The lapse of time and the continued attention 
given to the topics by our churches, whilst they have as yet failed to attain the 
desired and entire harmony, have yet brought out, but the more prominently, some 
points in which, as Christians and Baptists, we are fully and unalterably 
agreed. 

In the relations of the churches dwelling quietly at home, to their missionary 
colonies on the shores of heathenism, and to the servants of our Lord who have 
gathered these clusters of converts, the bond of mutual and equal brotherhood 
has not been sundered on the one side, or surrendered on the other. We are, and 
must remain, “members one of another,” animated by the life and united by the 
love of our common Head, binding all to one work, one interest, and one law. In 
the pursuit of that work abroad, it is necessary, for the symmetrical arrangement 
of the laborers and their punctual support, that there should be at home some organ- 
ization having executive power, advising, and appointing, and controlling ; — but 
doing all these in a spirit fraternal and devout, alike firm and kind. 

The very distance of the points at which the pecuniary resources are gathered 
and are expended, must make it necessary, after the most careful selection, alike 
of officers at home and missionaries abroad, that there should be much of mutual 
confidence, and, at times, of large and trustful concession ; or the collisions be- 
come frequent and grave. 

Even the brethren laboring side by side in the thickest of the standing corn of 
the harvest field, to be gathered into Christ’s garners, cannot always, from variety 
of character and temperament and training and tastes, judge alike as to the best 
modes of putting in the sickle and housing the sheaves. Even there forbearance is 
a mutual necessity: —it must be accorded by the missionaries to their brethren 
whose aid and prayers they ask on these shores, as in turn by us it must be, with- 
in proper and reasonable limits, indulged to them. We do not ask them to abate 
one jot of their just independence as men, as churches, as pastors; but, on the 
other hand, the churches at home receive, and were entitled to ask, their pledges 
to a regard for the judgment and wishes of these home communities, to 
whose sympathies and prayers and membership they look for the continuance and 
expansion of their toils. 

All are agreed, it is believed, in admitting, and this committee are united and 
earnest in acknowledging, the energy, the self-sacrificing zeal, the thoroughness and 
perseverance, with which the honored brethren of the Deputation discharged their 
duties. All are united in allowing that the example and law of Christ, the great 
fountain of wisdom and the centre of all power in heaven and earth, have made 
preaching —the oral utterance of his gospel—the foremost instrumentality for 
the conversion of the world. All are agreed that the press — especially in its ap- 
plication to the multiplying of copies of the scriptures —and the school are to be 
used sedulously, but in all proper subordination to this, as Christ’s own most hon- 
ored instrument. 

All, too, unite, we believe, in the view that some power of executive strength 
must be possessed at home, fixing the locations and, to a certain extent, assigning 
the relations and duties of the laborers in the missionary field. 

In the other points on which there is not yet attained that full accord that was 
desirable, your committee would believe, that time must be allowed for the more 
clear intelligence, on either side of the ocean, of the actual intent and the working 
effect of the modifications suggested by the Deputation, and which have received 
the sanction of the Executive Committee. They believe that a leisurely and fra- 
ternal interchange of views will prove, to the delight of those who have been most 


144 Special Meeting of the Board. [May, 


divergent, that the apparent variances far exceed the real. Your body would not 
be justified in overlooking the voice and wishes of a majority of the missionaries 
abroad, sustained by the judgment of the Deputation and by the best consideration 
that the Executive Committee have been able to give to the course of action so 
commended to them. The experiment is inaugurated; it is not, in the view of 
your committee, to be lightly embarrassed. The honor of Christ, the interests of 
the churches, and the claims of the heathen, ask alike that we give to ita prayerful, 
thorough and impartial trial. 

With these views, the committee would recommend for the adoption of the Board 
the following resolutions. 

Resolved, That renewing the resolutions adopted by the Union, at their session 
in 1854, on this topic of the Deputation, and on the order and proportion to be as- 
signed to the various branches of the missionary work, and also in respect to our 
honored and trusted laborers in the missionary fields of the East, this Board would 
express its decided judgment that the dissonances of feeling and divergencies of 
opinion, which may have arisen regarding this matter, involve no principle which 
would warrant division in our missionary ranks; and that they rather call for the 
cultivation of a mutual and fraternal charity which shall await, in time and provi- 
dence, the evolution of fresh light. 

Resolved, That in the renewed pledges of our common devotedness to the great 
Lord of the Harvest, and in the interchange of our blending supplications for each 
other, we are likely soonest to see the littleness of our differences, and the vastness 
of the interests and the blessed indissolubleness of the bonds that hold us together 
to an united service and a firm and brotherly concord. 

Resolved, That we recommend to the Union the paper “ on the Missionary Policy 
and measures of the Deputation in Burmah,” elaborately and wisely drawn up by the 
Secretaries, and presented by the Executive Committee, as, in the main, a_ basis 
for fraternal codperation; and trust the God whom we serve, to bring out, in the 
more zealous pursual of our common task-work, a blessed oblivion of our lighter 
and passing dissonances as to some lesser details of the service. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


At half past nine o’clock, P. M., the Board, having concluded 
its business, adjourned sine die. Prayer by the Rey. Dr. Wil- 
liams. 


MISSIONARY POLICY AND MEASURES OF THE DEPUTATION IN BURMAITL 


The missionary policy and measures pursued by the Deputation in Burmah, and 
adopted by the Executive Committee, have been substantially presented to the 
Board in the paper on the Work of the Deputation, submitted at the last annual 
meeting. The design of this supplementary communication is not to alter, in any 
essential particular, the representation then made; the Committee see no cause 
for doing so; — but, separating from the general view there given what relates 
more directly to the policy and measures pursued, we propose to re-state portions 
of the latter in a more specific form, with such explanations and additions as have 
seemed to be called for. 

‘ « The missionary policy and measures pursued by the Deputation” had respect 
to 1. places of labor ; — 2. modes of labor, embracing their respective methods of 
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prosecution ; — and 3. the laborers, including location, relations to one another and 
to the Union, &e. 

I. Places of labor.— With regard to places of labor, no statement is supposed 
to be necessary, additional to that already submitted. 

II. Modes of labor.— The modes of labor, had under special consideration, were, 
preaching, by which was intended the oral promulgation of the gospel ; — book 
and tract making, printing and distribution ;—and school teaching, secular and 
theological. 

1. With respect to preaching, the policy and measures pursued call for very 
brief illustration in addition to what has been given. As stated in our previous 
paper, the Deputation, regarding the preaching of the gospel as “ the prime agency 
in effecting the conversion of the people,” and desirous to give to it “ the widest 
scope,” advocated and pursued measutes providing “ that every ordained missiona- 
ry during the whole of every dry season, and at other times to the extent of his 
ability,” should preach “directly to the heathen in the tongues in which they 
were born ; and, as far as practicable, in zayats;” “ his connection with auxiliary 
agencies being adjusted, as far as possible, to such employment of his time ;” and 
the “ burden of all preaching to be the way of life through Jesus Christ.” T'hat 
is, that every preacher should preach to the heathen, as being the service for which 
he was sent,—and not to J2nglish communities ; yet not so as utterly to preclude 
him from occasional preaching in English, when compatible with the proper dis- 
charge of his higher ministry to the heathen. In “ zayats, as far as practicable,” as 
places of common resort, and distinguished in past years for signal displays of divine 
favor; yet not in zayats exclusively, nor whenever, from local or other considera- 
tions, other places and modes of access to the people are found for the time to be 
preferable. The missionary’s “ connection with auxiliary agencies,” such as book 
making and school teaching, “ being adjusted, as far as possible, to such employ- 
ment of his time;” not ignoring the fact that there are ‘auxiliary agencies, and 
that such auxiliary agencies must be employed; but providing that? their 
employment be auxiliary, and that they do not encroach on the work of 
preaching beyond manifest need. “ The burden of all preaching to be the way of 
life through Jesus Christ ;” — not boodhism, not brahmanism, not romanism; not 
falsehood and darkness, but truth and light; not controversy, but history ; not 
argument, so much as narrative ; not theism, but God in Christ. 

In saying that such policy and measures were advocated by the Deputation, it is 
not designed to intimate that they were corrective of the ordinary usage of mis- 
sionaries, or were not sustained by the general voice of the missionary body. 
Their bearing was, rather, upon individual cases; and in each particular, for the 
most part, separately from others. Nevertheless, such were the views advocated, 
—and there was manifest cause for their advocacy. 

The policy and measures thus advocated were, throughout, of ready applicabil- 
ity by Burman missionaries through the entire year. In some respects they were 
not equally so by Karen missionaries,— Karens living in the interior. Hence the 
inquiry, whether Karen missionaries might not advisably learn the Burman lan- 
guage, so as to preach to Burmans during the rains; if this were the only alterna- 
tive to school teaching and book making. This expedient, it was believed, was 
available. Several of the older Karen missionaries are familiar both with Bur- 
man and Karen; and others, well versed in Karen, have more recently begun to 
study Burman. 

2. Book making; including printing and distribution. The only point that 
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calls for present remark, in relation to this department of labor, is the direction 
and supervision of the mission press. 

It was stated in our former paper, that “ access to the use of the press had not 
been sufliciently guarded.” The language was borrowed from the report adopt- 
ed by the Maulmain Convention on that subject. That report says, “In the sys- 
tem pursued hitherto, itis evident, access to the use of the press has not been suf- 
ficiently guarded.” The same report further intimates, as remarked by the Dep- 
utation in their report to the Executive Committee, “ that works have sometimes 
been put to press, prepared by individuals not competently acquainted with the 
languages in which they were written; and that the rules heretofore provided, for 
the approval and printing of works prepared for the press, had not been duly 
observed” ;—intimations, the Deputation subjoined, “the entire justness of 
which they had been constrained from personal inquiry and observation to 
admit.” 

Again. It was stated in the paper submitted at the annual meeting, that the 
press, “though nominally under the direction of the missions, had been, practically, 
in the hands of the printer, and available at the pleasure of each individual mis- 
sionary.” To show on what grounds this was averred by the Committee, it will be 
necessary to quote at some length the report made by the Deputation. 

“ The mission press in past years,” said the Deputation, “has been nominally 
under the direction of the missions ; that is, the missions severally had equal right, 
in the order of their application, to use the press for printing their respective 
publications ; and no works were to be printed for the Missionary Union without 
the express authorization of the mission from which they emanated. The immedi- 
ate charge of the press was committed to the Maulmain mission ; and of late, the 
Maulmain Burman. (Reference is had, in this connection, to the Maulmain estab- 
lishment ; although the remarks, to some extent, will apply also to the Tavoy 
press.) While such has ¢been nominally the direction of the press, it has been 
practically, from causes not necessary to be now stated, in the hands of the prin- 
ter, and available at the pleasure of each individual missionary. There has 
been, virtually, no direction of the press by missions, and no supervision or revi- 
sion of works put to press, nor authoritative sanction, worthy of the name, beyond 
that of their respective authors or editors. The printer has been wont to publish 
books, by whatever missionary presented; with and without the sanction of the 
mission of which said missionary was a member. The ‘printer has, moreover, 
conducted at his sole discretion, substantially, the financial operations of the press. 
He has employed workmen, bought materials, and accepted and executed job 
printing, on his sole individual responsibility. | And such has been the method of 
book-keeping in the Maulmain office, (we have not inquired into that of Tavoy,) 
that it cannot now be shewn what job work has been done, nor at what cost, prof- 
it, or loss. At the same time, the only limitations to work and expenditure in this 
department, in addition to the annual appropriation for it, have been the avails of 
job work executed ad libitum. 

“In making these representations, the Deputation disclaim all design of arraign- 
ing the good intents of the missions, or of insinuating aught against the integrity 
of the printer. Their object is to set before the Executive Committee the ac- 
tual state and course of things. They believed, with the above facts before them, 
that the late existing policy in regard to the press demanded correction ; and that 
especially, and as a preliminary measure, this entire department of missionary 
effort, at once so influential, so liable to misuse, and so expensive, should be 
brought more directly under the supervision and control of the Executive Com- 
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mittee. It was equally manifest that means ought to be secured to the Executive 
Committee to exercise that control intelligently.” 

Thus far the Deputation. And the representation sustains the statement made 
by the Committee, that the press, though “ nominally under the direction of the mis- 
sions, had been, practically, in the hands of the printer, and available at the 
pleasure of each individual missionary.” 

With respect to the justness of the above representation, it seems pertinent, 
inasmuch as some exceptions have been taken to it, to state first its import, as 
understood by the Committee, and next the supposed grounds for its having been 
made. 

(a.) The representation is obviously a qualified statement. It leaves the press 
“nominally under the direction of the missions;” but “ practically in the hands 
of the printer.” There had been virtually no direction of the press by missions,” 
“no supervision or revision of works put to press, nor authoritative sanction, 
worthy of the name, beyond that of their respective authors or editors.” The 
Deputation, at the same time, “ disclaim all design of arraigning the good intents 
of the missions, or of insinuating aught against the integrity of the printer.” 
The Committee interpret this declaration, qualified as it evidently was intended to 
be, to intimate, that while there may have been a formal and well-intentioned ob- 
servance of the publication rules by missions in ordinary cases, the application 
came short, in the judgment of the Deputation, of their true intent; and that 
therefore, in this import, the press was “ virtually,” “ practically,” in the hands of 
the printer. 

With regard to the Maulmain Burman mission, the printer published books pre- 
sented by any one of its members, the Committee have cause to believe, “ with 
the sanction of the mission of which said missionary was a member.” And it 
may have been the practice of the printer, of which however the Committee are 
not distinctly informed, to obtain the formal authorization of the Maulmain Bur- 
man mission for the publication of books presented by members of other mis- 
sions; beyond what the then existing rules required. Such, it is understood, has 
been done in connection with the press at Tavoy. The Committee have cause to 
believe that the printer fully intended to abide by the rules, as interpreted by him. 
The practical control by the printer, adverted to, was of a nature not inconsistent 
with such observance. 

(v.) Whether there were adequate grounds for the representation made by the 
Deputation, as thus interpreted, will appear from the following. 

The Deputation, in alleging that “the direction of the press has been practi- 
cally in the hands of the printer,” allude to causes “ not necessary,” they say, “ to 
be stated.” They afterwards say, “ there has been virtually no direction of the press 
by missions,” &e., none “ worthy of the name,” “ beyond that of the authors or 
editors.” And again, they speak of the “ late policy in regard to the press,” which 
they thought “demanded correction.” These last forms of expression may be 
safely understood to point, though in general terms, to the “ causes ” before allud- 
ed to, but not stated. They lay partly in “the policy in regard to the press,”— 
in other words, the regulations of the press, — which “ demanded correction ; ” and’ 
partly in the irregular or the merely formal application to which the rules were 
liable, and which, inthe judgment of the Deputation, had to a greater or less ex- 
tent existed. The “ policy,” or rules, required the printer, though organically a 
member of the Maulmain Burman mission, to print for any member of any other 
mission, in the order of application, any work approved by the mission to whichi 
the applicant belonged. ‘Two, at least, of these missions were, and had been for 
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some time, in a broken state, not to say anarchical. ‘There were members in them 
who acted, each more or less, on their separate and independent responsibility. 
It would have been in keeping with other irregular procedures, if such members 
had presented to the printer works for publication not duly approved by their res- 
pective missions ; and the printer might have felt justified in putting such works 
to press with the sanction only of individuals, or of the mission to which he him- 
self personally belonged. Unless the Deputation were misinformed, or greatly 
misapprehended statements made to them by missionaries while in Burmah, more 
than one realization of this supposed possibility had taken place. And this was 
partly ascribable to the inadequacy of the rules. There were too many publica- 
tion committees. Responsibility was too much divided. ‘The limits of responsi- 
bility respectively to be borne, were liable to be obscured and to be misunderstood. 
There might be an application of the rules as understood, but the application 
might be irregular ; or, tospeak with greater precision, no application of the rules, 
but a substitution of something instead. 

The printing regulations were imperfect and inadequate in another respect ; as 
relating to job-printing, and, in general, to the financial arrangements of the print- 
ing department. ‘These all were conducted by the printer“ substantially,” said 
the Deputation, at his discretion. He “employed workmen, bought materials, 
and accepted and executed job-printing, on his sole individual responsibility.” 
And the only limitation to work and expenditure in the printing department, in 
addition to the annual appropriations for it by the Executive Committee, which 
appropriations were also expended at the sole discretion of the printer, “ were the 
avails of job-work executed ad libitum.” As one of the consequences of this ar- 
rangement, and doubtless according to the honest judgment of the printer, a large 
corps of operatives was constantly on hand ; and, as an almost inevitable result of 
this, whenever job-work was not in request, there was an urgent inducement to 
provide employment for the workmen in reprinting for the Union books designat- 
ed by the printer: — whereas, had the cost of the printing been more obviously 
a direct outlay of mission funds, the printing would, in all probability, have been 
deferred. 

Besides “the policy” in regard to the press, “ which demanded correction,” 
there existed influences, the Committee have been led to believe, of a 
personal nature, which, while they did not affect the integrity of the 
parties concerned, furnished addititional grounds for the opinion expressed by 
the Deputation, that, notwithstanding all observance of the rules by the Maulmain 
Burman or other mission, the press was “ practically” in the hands of the 
printer. 

With respect to the regulations for the Maulmain press, compiled by the Depu- 
tation and approved by the Committee, the more important modifications, as com- 
pared with the rules previously in force, are the two following. 

1. Constituting one Publication Committee, in place of as many as the whole 
number of organized missions ; that is, in place of six committees as the missions 
then were, or ten committees if the previous rules had continued in force to the 
present time, with a liability to indefinite increase: —thus concentrating the res- 
ponsibility of the direction of the press; allowing some liberty of choice in devolv- 
ing that responsibility on missionaries who by age, experience, knowledge of the 
languages and of the people, location and other advantages, should seem to be 
most competent to sustain such responsibility ; cutting off fruitful occasions of ir- 
regularities, debates and perplexities without number among the missions, in the 
use of the press; and securing more effectually to the Executive Committee the 
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possibility of intelligent supervision, and of direction so far as might be judged 
needful. — And 

2. Requiring the Publication Committee in all ordinary cases to obtain, before 
putting the first edition of a work to press, the authorization of the Executive 
Committee. The rules previously existing required this in regard to republica- 
tions. The 4th rule of the earlier series was, “No second edition of any work 
shall be printed without the express approbation of tRe Board ; except,” as pro- 
vided in certain cases, “so far as may be requisite to supply the immediate de- 
mand.” Itwas deemed advisable that the Executive Committee have a voice 
also in regard to first issues, with a similar proviso, as amended by the Executive 
Committee ; —the prime necessity for books having been partially answered, thus 
allowing more deliberation, both for preparation and revision ; the number of 
writers having increased, and in like ratio the variety of subjects treated, and the 
manner of treating them, enforcing the suifableness of more thorough examination 
and reviewal ; and finally, the devolving so heavy a responsibility on one Publi- 
cation Committee, suggesting the propriety, not to say necessity, that the responsi- 
bility be shared by the Executive Committee ; a participation which the members 
of the Publication Committee would most of all earnestly desire, and to which 
other missionaries would hardly be supposed to be inclined to object. 

The other provisions in the regulations adopted, are either such as were already 
involved in the general regulations of the missions, or designed to facilitate the 
exact and ready prosecution of the work intended. Of the former kind is the 
rule calling for reports twelve months in advance of the operations of the press ; 
which is in force in regard to a// the departments of all the missions, to enable the 
Executive Committee the more judiciously to make their annual appropriations to 
the missions ; — also, the rules requiring the approval of any new work by at least 
“twoordained missionaries, using the language in which said work is written, 
beside its author or translator ;” a rule embodied in the previous regulations on 
printing, though not always carefully observed. Others of the regulations were 
intended to aid the Publication Committee, the printer, and the Auditing Com- 
mittee, as well as the authors, by a careful specification of their respective duties; 
and were, in part, suggested by missionaries. Others were designed to p!ace the 
immediate control of the press in the hands of a committee of three or five, rather 
than of one individual; and others still, to reserve to the Executive Committee its 
right and power of control in the last resort. 

Among the regulations last referred to, are to be included those which forbid 
alterations to be made in any work, once approved by the Executive Committee, 
except as authorized expressly by them. The chief design of this restriction was 
to assure the Committee that the works published are the works approved; and a 
second but subordinate end was to insure the due preparation of works before being 
presented for approval. A third object was to guard against the irresponsible 
and possibly capricious emendation of works by other hands than their authors; 
and particularly against unauthorized alterations or interpolations of the Burman, 
Karen or Peguan versions of Scriptures. The regulations are intended, of 
course, like other regulations, to be subject to a “common sense ” interpretation, 
in the spirit and not in the letter: and are open, moreover, to such modifications 
asa careful trial may recommend. 

It has been objected to the regulations that they are “impracticable,” and that 
their observance will be virtually “an embargo ” on the publication department. 
This has not been the result of their operation thus far. | According to the re- 
port of the Publication Committee for the year ending Sept. 30, 1854, during 
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which the regulations were partly in force, the books and tracts authorized by 
them to be put to press, were 1. Karen Hymn Book, enlarged, 8000 copies. — 2. 
Two tracts in Burmese, each 5000 copies. — 3. Reading Book, 500 copies. — 4. 
New Testament in Burmese, 10,000 copies. — 5. Sgau Karen Spelling Book, 5000 
copies. — 6. Scripture Digest, and Aids to Church Discipline, in Burmese, in one 
volume, 3000 copies. — 7. Harmony of the Gospels, or Life of Christ, 4000 cop- 
ies. — And 8. New Testament in Sgau Karen, 5000 copies; making an aggregate 
of 45,500 copies, and more than 5,000,000 pages. 

For the current and ensuing years the Publication Committee have recommend- 
ed the following works. In Sgau Karen, Sermon on the Mount, 5000 copies ; 

Notes on Hebrews, 4000; The Elders, 5000; Catechism and 29 Commands, 
4000; View of the Christian Religion in verse, 3000; Vade Mecum, 2000; 
Father’s Advice, 1000; The Teacher, 2000; Character of a Minister, 2000; 
Church History, 2000; Banvard’s Infant Series, Ist and 2nd, 2000; Elements of 
Natural Philosophy, 2000; Mrs. Wade’s Catechism, 3000; Primary Geography, 
3000; Sunday School Catechism, 4000; Mrs. Bennett’s Catechism, 4000; Em- 
erson’s Mental Arithmetic, 5000 ;— making 53,000 copies in Sgau Karen. In 
Pwo Karen, the tracts, Is there an Eternal God? 1000 copies; View of the 
Christian Religion, 1000; Golden Balance, 1000 ; Awakener, 1000; Investiga- 
torand Ship of Grace, 1000; making an aggregate of 5000 copies. In 
Burman, Gallaudet on Repentance, 5000 copies; Glad ‘Tidings, 5000; 
Ship of Grace, 5000; Way to Heaven, 5000; Tree of Life, 5000; Ten 
Commandments, 5000; How do we know there is a God? 5000; Miracles 
of Christ, 5000; and Sermon on the Mount, 5000 ;— aggregate in Burman, 
45,000. And in Peguan, Awakener and Father’s Advice, 5000 each, making 
10,000. Total in the four languages and dialects, 113,000 copies of books and 
tracts. The Committee further recommend the publication of an Arithmetic in 
Sgau Karen, “ as soon as one can be prepared satisfactorily to the Committee ;” 
and the Pwo Karen Scriptures, as soon as prepared for the press ;—the first 
named 113,000 copies requiring for their publication, according to the estimate of 
the printer, an aggregate of 558 reams of printing paper additional to the supply 
on hand. An invoice of 500 reams was sent in February. 

It is but justice to history to state, that the original draft of the earliest set of 
regulations of the press, on record, was from the pen of Dr. Judson, in 1836; and 
that these recognized in full the principles on which the existing regulations were 
framed. The reasons assigned by him for the adoption of said rules, were as 
follows. 

“1. The Board will always know what their missionaries are publishing. 

“2, The power of controlling the mission press will be vested, where alone it 
ought to be, in the Board. 

“3. Missionaries immediately connected with a printing establishment will not 
be liable to be suspected of using an undue influence in favor, or against, any 
author or work. 

“4, A missionary will be more careful in preparing his work for the press, if he 
is aware that it must bear his own name and pass the ordeal of the Board. He 
will feel his own responsibility, and not be tempted to send to the press a hasty, 
crude work, got up, perhaps, by some native assistant, and not thoroughly exam- 
ined by himself; depending that some other missionary, immediately connected 
with the press and on whom the responsibility is supposed to rest, will do the need- 
ful; at the same time reserving to himself the right of being discontented, if 
the needful be not done and the work published forthwith. 
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«5, It is easier to prevent an evil than to remove it. As mission stations and print- 
ing establishments multiply, it would not be strange if an advocate of some ob- 
jectionable theory (Campbellism, for instance,) should wish to introduce his pecu- 
liarities into a tract, and circulate them through the country in the name and at 
the expense of the mission. But this he would not attempt to do, if he knew that 
a faithful translation of his work must be laid before the Board. 

«6. Those missionaries who, from their location, have the immediate control of 
a press, will be freed from the painful necessity of rejecting an objectionable work. 
Such a work would probably never be presented ; or, if presented, would be pub- 
lished with the name and on the responsibility of the author alone ; and at any 
rate, could never reach a second edition. 

“7, A missionary will considerably improve his work in the native language, by 
translating it into his own vernacular. This is proved by experience. 

“8. Many of our works must now be translated, in order to obtain the approba- 
tion of the American Tract Society. Let them all be translated, and sent to the 
Board ; and let the Board be the medium of communication between their mis- 
sionaries and the Tract Society, in regard to such works as it may be desirable to 
get approved.” (Signed) “ A. Judson.” 

3. The third topic to be noted under this division of our subject, is School teach- 
ing, secular and theological. 

Referring to the paper on the Work of the Deputation for a general view of the 
policy and measures approved in regard to schools, we invite the present attention 
of the Board to the following particulars. 

1. The sense in which the designation schools is used. Much of the seeming 
diversity of opinion in regard to them, has been owing to confusion of terms. By 
schools are intended institutions for mental training, in the ordinary acceptation of 
those words. In the earlier years of the Karen mission the term had in their con- 
nection a wider scope ; and the designation was loosely applied to promiscuous 
assemblages of Karens, men, women and children, gathered into the mission com- 
pounds during a part of each year, when the missionaries could not remain with 
them in their jungle homes. These gatherings were called boarding schools, be- 
cause they closely resembled Sabbath schools; receiving instruction mostly in the 
Scriptures; while the pupils were for the time lodged, fed and clothed.* The 
term boarding-schools is now ordinarily used in a more appropriate sense, as desig- 
nating schools designed for general mental culture ; and while evangelization has 
been, with regard to most of them, one of their professed objects, the arrangement 
of study and time has widely departed from the earlier models. Boarding-schools 
have been continued the year round, pupils not professing faith in Christ have 
been retained as members for many successive years, and the course of study has 
been extended and secularized. 

This distinction is the more carefully to be borne in mind, lest the honor awarded 
to the earlier schools, so called, be passed to the credit and furtherance of institu- 
tions of a widely different character. The policy and measures of the Deputation 
and the Committee, have had respect to schools, mainly, under this modified mod- 
ern acceptation. 


* The justification of a method of evangelizing so laborious and costly, was to be found 
partly in the newness of the enterprise, and partly in the habits of life of the Karens, not yet 
brought under the swaying influence of the missionaries. Missionaries were seemingly shut 
up to this process, if they would make the gospel speedily known to the Karens; -nor had 
they knowledge of a better way. Perhaps no better way was then to be found. At a later 
day, these gatherings had become gradually more select, the pupils were generally pious 
youth, and the range of studies was enlarged. 


152 Special Meeting of the Board. [May, 


2. The design of schools. This, whether of day or boarding schools, so far as 
contemplated by the Deputation and approved by the Committee, and to be con- 
ducted at the expense of the Union, is, first, to educate the Christian population 
of Burmah, and, next, to raise up Christian school teachers and preachers. It is 
not, primarily, to evangelize heathen communities, nor to impart to such a secular 
education at mission charge. The latter is not the end for which mission funds 
are contributed, or the Missionary Union was formed ;— and with respect to evan- 
gelization, we believe there is a “ more excellent way.” 

The grounds for this belief were given summarily in our former report ;— that 
schools are “ not the scriptural mode of evangelization” —the “ scripturally ap- 
pointed agency for propagating Christianity among a heathen people :” that “ they 
are in no respect to be regarded as a substitute for preaching”: and that, more- 
over, apart from these fundamental considerations, there are reasons of a more 
directly practical bearing, which, so far as the agency of the Union is concerned, 
must be held to be conclusive. “To furnish a nation like Burmah with secular 
school education at mission expense, or under missionary superintendence, is,” in 
the words of the Depntation, “ not only foreign to our object, but physically impossi- 
ble.” “If God's blessing continues to rest on our missions, as heretofore it has rested 
on some of them in Burmah, the resources of our Society will be taxed to the ut- 
most to maintain schools, or to provide the requisite superintendence of self-sup- 
porting schools, of the character and for the purposes (that have been) recom- 
mended. Schools of high grade for the heathen, like the Maulmain Burmese 
Boarding School and the Maulmain Karen Normal School, cannot be maintained 
without exhausting funds which are needed for the benefit of the Christian popula- 
tion.* Even “truly Christian schools, for the heathen population, could accom- 
plish almost nothing, because of the exceeding slowness of their operation and their 
narrowness of range. (Reference is had in this connection to boarding schools.) 
And hence the Missionary Convention, in their report on schools, expressed their 
unpreparedness “ to recommend the establishment of boarding schools in Burmah, 
as an indispensable or a wise expedient for its evangelization.” “ ‘The preacher,” 
they suggested, “ has, in general, free access to the people: and while boarding 
schools furnish favorable opportunities for instilling religious truth, the benefit is 
circumscribed by the comparative fewness of the pupils gathered into them ; the 
expenditure of money and labor in their support is great ; and they are liable to 
be accompanied, or followed, by evils which may overbalance their salutary 
influence.” 

This limitation of design and character of schools does not preclude the educa- 
tion of heathen communities at their own charges, by the agency of Christian 
teachers, trained by the missions; nor does it shut out heathen youth from a par- 
ticipation of school privileges wherever day schools are taught for Christian com- 
munities. “ Village or primary schools,” as the Deputation have remarked, “are 
properly allowed ‘among the heathen.’ They are for the Christian community ; 
(and) the wants of this community should decide their number and grade. (But) 
the admission of pupils from heathen families (into these schools, if) not more than 
sufficient to fill the proper complement of scholars, can be permitted, without de- 
parture from the general principle stated, and without detriment to the true and 
exclusively evangelical policy which should mark all our missionary operations.” 
It would be “ improper, nevertheless, to characterize such schools as ‘ village 
schools among the heathen ;’ especially as this language is usually employed by 


* The two late boarding schools in Maulmain, above alluded to, have cost not far from 
$75,000. 


i 


1855.) Missionary Policy and Measures. 153 
missionaries in the East, to indicate a class of schools out of and beyond the Chris- 
tian community ; — schools whose design is the general improvement of the hea- 
then population, as a preparatory measure to their subsequent conversion to 
Christianity.” 

Nor does this limitation, as to character and design of schools, altogether pre- 
clude, in regard to heathen Karens, a mode of operation somewhat analogous to 
the school gatherings of earlier times; provided the circumstances be the same, 
and provided, also, it be restricted to such pupils as may be justly regarded as 
hopeful inquirers. A missionary, on returning from his jungle labors, may wish 
to bring with him individuals impressed with the gospel message, who shall need 
to be taught the way of the Lord more perfectly. The Committee have made 
provision for such special cases; (contemplated also by the Deputation ; as in res- 
pect to Mr. Brayton, and also Mr. Danforth of Assam ;) but this, strictly speaking, is 
an evangelizing process; and to make it an occasion for mere ordinary school 
teaching would be a manifest perversion of its avowed intent. 

3. The system of mission schools, embracing qualifications for admission, studies, 
location and number. 

(a.) Primary or village schools. These are open to all persons. The chief cost 
of their establishment and support is in building school houses, the salaries of the 
teachers, and purchase of books. The studies are elementary, but may be carried 
to any degree of advancement, and as rapidly as the competency of teachers and 
pupils will admit. The schools may be located wherever there is a Christian com- 
munity ; and may be multiplied indefinitely, as they may be called for. Karens 
will support the schools. The only limitation will be the want of qualified teach- 
ers. ‘To raise up teachers, is one of the objects of 

(+.) Normal schools. The number of normal schools is limited only by the num- 
ber of missionaries — one at each principal station— and of missionary assistants, 
who can have them in charge without detriment to direct evangelical labor. The 
present number of principal Karen stations is six—Maulmain, Tavoy, Rangoon, 
Bassein, Henthada, and Shwaygyeen ; to which will be added in coming years, it 
is to be hoped, Toungoo, Sandoway or Tounghoop, and others, Each school is 
restricted to fifty pupils, male and female ; but making in all, when they are duly 
in operation, three hundred pious youth, in a course of preparatory training, in 
classes successively of three or more years, for school teachers or preachers. The 
number in each school at any one time, is limited to fifty, that the pupils may be 
select ; that the teachers may not be overtasked ; and that the cost of the schools 
for buildings, board of pupils, books and apparatus, and other incidentals, may not 
overdraw the mission treasury. The pupilsare restricted to pious youth, as having 
prior claims to heathen youth, and giving more promise of usefulness in the mis- 
sions. Heathen pupils have no claim to be supported by mission fund's, as helpers 
to Christian evangelization. On the other hand, if the schools cannot be filled 
with pious pupils, a supposition hardly admissible in the present stage of the mis- 
sions, it will become a proper subject for inquiry how far normal schools should be 
opened to heathen youth, they paying their own charges. 

(¢.) The theological Karen school is open to all candidates for the Christian 
ministry, of approved piety and gifts, at the discretion of the missions and the the- 
ological teacher ; with the provision, that individuals debarred the privileges of the 
institution, by family connections, ministerial engagements or other adequate cause, 
may have private instruction from missionaries at the neighboring stations. The 
present location is retained in’ consideration of lands and buildings already pro- 
vided at Maulmain ; but can be relinquished for one more central, in or near Ran- 
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goon, if found to be preferable for the more convenient and numerous attendance 
of pupils. 

The normal and theological schools are designed, in common, for Sgaus and 
Pwos; it being desirable that native teachers and preachers be conversant with 
both dialects, and the attainment not being difficult;—the Jess diflicult 
inasmuch as Karen is to be “the only medium of communication” in all these 
schools. 

The grounds for the exclusion of English from the mission schools have been 
heretofore stated. They have been thought to be sufficient to authorize its entire 
separation from the school system. 

On this point, the entireness of the exclusion of English, there appears to have 
existed in the Convention at Maulmain some diversity of opinion; the majority 
advocating its exclusion as a general rule, but inclining to waive the application of 
the rule “in favor of rare cases of special talents and promise of usefulness on the 
part of the pupils.” The rule, or general policy? as originally adopted by the 
Convention, was in the following terms. ‘ With regard to the expediency of 
teaching English in the mission schools, it is the judgment of this Convention that, 
whatever might be its benefits, if rightly improved by the pupils, in mental dis- 
cipline, the acquisition of knowledge, or the creating of a religious literature, the 
instances of its perversion are too numerous, the advantages toe remote and un- 
certain, and the evils too imminent, to encourage to a continuance of the system, 
much less to its indiscriminate extension. ‘The system is also objectionable in its 
bearing on missionary teachers; and especially so when, as is ordinarily the case, 
they are not thoroughly familiarized with the native languages. ‘The medium of 
communication with pupils, as with natives generally, should be their vernacular 
tongues. Missionaries should labor to become intimately acquainted, and at the 
earliest practicable period, with the languages which they are respectively to use ; 
and to continue so; and they should carefully avoid, so far as they may, all associ- 
ations and employments which would retard or nullify such acquisition. |The 
principle is applicable to native pupils who are to become pastors and teachers. 
Next to the knowledge of the gospel, and its exemplification in the life, their 
highest aim should be to become able to communicate the gospel, in its simplicity 
and power, to their countrymen in their own mother tongues. They should be 
taught to use their native dialects not only idiomatically, but accurately, fluently, 
and with all the propriety, copiousness and grace of expression, of which the lan- 

ges severally may be susceptible. If the masses are to be evangelized, they 
must hear the gospel in the tongues wherein they were born.” The Convention, 
as already stated, adopted the above asan expression of their views on the general 
subject of the exclusion of English ; but wishing to engraft on it a provision for 
exceptional cases, to which some of the advocates of the section were disinclined, 
the whole subject was struck from the report, as finally adopted, by unanimous 
consent. The section had had respect to the system of mission schools; but not 
to the expediency of the private teaching of English in approved cases. 

Without determining, at present, how far it may be safe and wise to favor pri- 
vate teaching of English in special cases, it is opportune to remark: 

1. That the most laborious, trustworthy, effective Karen preachers that have 
hitherto been raised up, the Paul and Peter and James and John of the Karen 
apostlehood, have been trained to the service without the aid of English, and in 
utter ignorance of the Englishlanguage. And 

2. That the work of evangelization, as above stated, is for the masses; for the 
salvation, if practicable, of the entire present generation. The schools with their 
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courses of study, and the preachers, are intended for this most earnestly to be 
sought and labored for consummation. Striving for this, we may leave, not reck- 
lessly, not presumptuously, the results of the school system, in the higher order of 
schools, the wider intelligence of the people, and the more abundant and perfect- 
ed endowments of the native ministry, to their own natural development; more 
gradual perhaps, but not less sure ; and more healthful and abiding, because not 
forced and premature. 

Such, substantially,are the arrangements in regard to schools, made orsuggested 
by the Deputation and approved by the Committee. In some respects, as was 
stated in our former paper (Work of the Deputation), “ these changes are funda- 
mental.” On the other hand, it should be noted, they are fundamental changes 
only as compared with the more recent methods in operation, and of a restricted 
extent even in regard to these. In most particulars the “ changes” are but a re- 
curring to principles and measures of earlier days; and in other particulars the 
interposition of the Committee, through the Deputation, has been not so much to 
correct, as to avert. The tendency was in another and, it was believed, hurtful 
direction ; and this tendency, unconscious though it was, and therefore the more 
dangerous, was gaining continually in strength. 

In the suppression of teaching of English, the Committee discountenanced 
what had never received their formal approval ; and the silent allowance of which 
was owing to the supposed inconsiderable extent to which it had been introduced 
in the missions, or else by way of distrustful experiment. | The Maulmain Bur- 
mese Boarding School was established, or adopted, by the Maulmain Mission in 
Nov. 1837. (It had already been in operation all or most of the year.) The en- 
suing January, Mr. Howard, the principal, in reporting the school to the Board, 
said, “I have left the school in the forenoon to the management of a Burman ; 
except as I have occasionally stepped in, to see how they are progressing. In the 
afternoon J am with them, and allow them all to amuse themselves more or less 
with the study of the English language. This I do, not because I hope that all 
will profit by their knowledge of the English, but because Iam perfectly persuad- 
ed that they learn more in Burman books, to have their minds relieved with an 
occasional glance at the English, than they would if they were confined entirely 
to the study of the Burman.” Ina previous letter, (Sept. 2,) he had said, “I 
allow some of the children to study English part of the day merely for amuse- 
ment; and they, doubtless, learn more Burman beside than they would do,” &c. 
It is in this way and on similar grounds, so far as the measure was communicated 
to the Acting Board, that the study of English was almost imperceptibly introduced 
into the schools of the missions; reaching its full growth, as a branch of the 
school system, only in the lapse of years. 

The changes in the school system, it has been charged before the Union, “ broke 
up the schools.” It would be more just to truth to say, they were the occasion, in 
part, of the discontinuance of three of the schools; and, so faras has been made to 
appear to the Executive Committge, of three only. The first of these was the Maul- 
main Burman High School. A joint cause of the discontinuance of this school, it 
is believed, was the neglect of proper measures on the part of those who had it in 
charge, to sustain it; together with the incompetency of the native teacher to 
teach reputably in Burman. The school was not discontinued by order, or with 
the consent or even the knowledge, of the Deputation or of the Committee ; but 
in contravention of their desire and intent. And the Committee are prepared to 
re-open it, so soon as suitable efforts shall be made to resuscitate it, and a compe- 
tent native teacher can be obtained. The buildings are reserved. It needs only 
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to be provided that the original design of the school be strictly followed. Accord- 
ing to the tenor of the letter from which we have already quoted, the school was 
intended primarily for the children of native church members. Said Mr. Howard, 
“ The members of this church will soon have children enough for a large school ;” 
adding the remark, that, beside these, “other children in large numbers will esteem 
it a privilege to attend the school, should it be properly conducted.” 

The only other Burman school given up, and that also a day school, was the one 
at Amherst. The question in regard to this school might properly be, whether, un- 
der the circumstances in which it had existed several years, it ought to have been 
continued so long. While a missionary preacher (Mr. Haswell) was located at 
Amherst, and the school was under his constant superintendence, he regarded it, 
and justly no doubt, as a desirable auxiliary to his labors. At the time it was visited 
bya member of the Deputation, it was in the sole charge of an Eurasian, at a salary 
of double the ordinary allowance to a native preacher, while his highest qualifica- 
tion as a teacher, and the special ground of his enhanced salary, was his ability 
to teach English. The school had been in operation nearly twenty years, and its 
direct religious influence at the time last referred to, must have been inapprecia- 
bly small. The teacher abandoned the school because the teaching of English 
was to cease, and the salary to be graduated accordingly. 

The third, and the only Karen school discontinued in consequence of acts of 
the Deputation, was not, as has been represented, the Karen Normal School at 
Newton, but the Sgau Boarding School, which, in consonance with the proposed 
new arrangements, was not called together at the close of its vacation. The 
normal school was sustained, without suspension, and has continued in successful 
Operation to the present time. 

The propriety of discontinuing the Sgau Boarding School stands, or falls, with 
the general plan of sustaining at the principal stations normal schools only, on the 
funds of the Union; their number and character being limited solely by our ability 
to sustain schools, and no obstacle, of course, being put in the way of Karens main- 
taining schools and academies in whatever location at their own charges. It may 
be remarked however, by the way, that, if the Maulmain Sgau Boarding School 
had been called together again, it would have been necessary to detain Mr. Har- 
ris a longer time at Newton station, instead of establishing the Shwaygyeen Mis- 
sion, which already within the year has numbered its scores of converts. 

The Maulmain Pwo Karen Boarding School we have not numbered with the 
schools discontinued in consequence of the late measures, inasmuch as, in any 
event, it would not have been called together for want of a Pwo missionary super- 
intendent; Mr. Moore having been compelled by ill health to return to the 
United States, Mr. Brayton being assigned to Burmah Proper, and Mr. Hibbard 
having but lately begun the study of the Pwo dialect. 

The Executive Committee have seen no cause to distrust the wisdom of the pol- 
icy and measures pursued respecting the system of schools. Regarded solely in 
the light of practicability, the cost of its maintenance on its present footing will 
fully equal all the resources of the Union treasury, not demanded by the higher 
claims of the department of preaching. On the other hand, there are already 
gratifying proofs of the readiness and ability of the Karen people to sustain their 
own institutions of learning. Schools are beginning to be numerously established, 
both Sgau and Pwo, in connection with the Maulmain Karen Mission. In the Bas- 
sein Mission, the evidences of the zeal and liberality of Karens in supporting 
their schools are yet more conspicuous. At the quarterly meeting of the Bas- 
sein Karen Ministerial Conference, in October last, the number of village schools 


» 
4 
‘ 
4 


1855.] Missionary Policy and Measures. 157 


reported, was forty-three, their term averaging for the year four months each, 
with an aggregate of 834 pupils. “ Some of these schools,” says Mr. Beecher, 
“ have been of a higher character, i. e. more thorough and extended in some of 
their studies, especially arithmetic, land measuring with the cross staff, and Bur- 
mese, than at any previous time. The school of the highest order, which by way 
of distinction we have called an academy, has exceeded our expectations. For 
four months it numbered forty-five pupils, and in the fifth month fifty pupils ; while 
a school of the ordinary class, of fifty pupils more, has been taught in the same 
village. We have called it anacademy, * * because it is asmuch superior to 
(the) ordinary village schools, as academies at home are superior to ordinary com- 
mon schools; and because the principle of its support is alsoas different. The Ka- 
rens have this season shown their appreciation of superior school teachers by send- 
ing their children from home to this and to other good schools, at their own ex- 
pense for board and, in many cases, for tuition too, to the number of eighty- 
seven pupils ;—a thing which, in Bassein at least, they have never done before.” 

It is pertinent to remark, that the system now in force in regard to Karen 
schools is substantially the one had under advisement by the Executive Commit- 
tee in Feb. 1849, when it was voted to recommend, “that common schools be es- 
tablished in Karen villages and neighborhoods, wherever they do not already 
exist, but are needed; provided the schools be taught by native teachers, and the 
expenses defrayed by the local population.” * 

It is also worthy of note, that not only the general system of schools, but the 
subordination of schools and the press to preaching, are in conformity with the 
suggestions of the Committee of Seven, appointed by the Board at their annual 
meeting held subsequently the same year (1849). “ Those suggestions,” that Com- 
mittee said to the Executive Committee, “ would guard with jealousy the promi- 
nence, in our missionary scheme, of preaching the gospel, as Christ's own great 
and sure policy ;” and “ would ask your thoughtful examination of the appropri- 
ate limitations of the Press and the School to their place, as_ but the subsidiary 
helps to this work.” 

Among those suggestions were the two following : 

1.“ On the subject of schools, the committee express the opinion,—that the edu- 
cation of the English and country-born classes should not be allowed to usurp any 
prominent (it may be a subject of inquiry if they should occupy any) share in our 
eastern missions ; — they are gratified to find that the Executive Committee have 
directed an inquiry as to the extent to which the English language and English 
science are taught in the Burmese High School ;— that at the present time and 
under existing circumstances it may be inexpedient to attempt the settlement of 
this question here, but that it be kept before the Executive Committee and the 
missions, awaiting the fuller developments of divine providence ; — but that we 
are clear in the opinion that the preaching of the gospel should be kept steadily 
in view asthe paramount employment of missionaries; the press and the schools 
being regarded as but its subsidiary allies. 

2. “On the subject of the press, the committee express the opinion that the 
issues ought to be regulated by the present, rather than the prospective wants of 


* It was proposed at the same time, but the plan not fully matured, “ that one or more 
normal schools, or schools for the training of native school teachers, be instituted, to be put 
in charge of the Karen missionaries resident at the station or stations respectively, the ex- 
penses to be defrayed by their respective missions,” &c. 
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the missions, and that such issues have respect to the wants of the evangelical, 
rather than of the school department.” * 

The Executive Committee on receiving these suggestions, in October following, 
placed a minute on their records, in which they express their gratification to find 
“ that no doctrine is stated (by said committee,) or course of action recommended, 
that conflicts essentially with the established principles by which both the Execu- 
tive Committee and the executive officers have endeavored faithfully to manage 
the important trust committed to them.” They avow, also, their intention, * not 
only to comply, as far as may be practicable, with the specific recommendations, 
but also to avail themselves of all the light which the ‘ suggestions’ may throw upon 
their path of official duty.” 

We close this division of our subject, in regard to modes of labor, with two 
remarks. 

1. The missionary policy and measures to be pursued in the missions, having 
been subjects of careful thought and discussion, both in the Executive Committee 
and the Board of Managers, for years prior to the appointment of the Deputation 
to Burmah, it could hardly be supposed that the members of the Deputation were 
unapprized of the policy approved by the Committee and the Board, and so, from 
ignorance of it, were liable to fail to advocate and further the same in the Maul- 
main Convention and among the missions. 

2. In thus reviewing the policy pursued, and especially in giving to the agency of 
the Deputation the prominence which has been necessary to the just exposition of 
that policy, the Executive Committee seek to detract in no form nor degree from 
the confidence and honor due to missionaries. The policy recognized by the body 
of missionaries, as appears from the Minutes of the Maulmain Convention, is, in its 
grand outlines, substantially the same with that of the Committee. With respect to 
differences of opinion which still remain, as to one or another specific feature of 
the policy approved, the Executive Committee cherish the sentiments expressed 
by the “ Committee of Seven.” “ Human nature remaining what it is, imperfect in its 
judgments, and imperfectly sanctified in those yet on earth even of the most thorough- 
ly sanctified, and trained, as that regenerated Human Nature is by our great Master 
trained towards perfection, often by trial, and by debate, and even by harsh colli- 
sion with the imperfections of others, our true brethren, we need not wonder at a 
partial and transitory dissonance in opinion, and even at times a broad divergence. 
Such thwarting and colliding sentiments must be expected, and accepted, and oft- 
en even hailed, as being indispensable to progress, and as preparatory to our final 
union in fuller light.” * * “ We look for light, in bending afresh to the task 
before us, and in bowing to the Throne above us. Our hope is not so much in the 
excogitation of new plans, by the workmen abroad or the givers and counsellors 
at home, as in new illapses of grace from the Saviour, who, when humbly sought, 
will assuredly accept, and will improve and increase the plans and the workmen, 
the givers and the counsellors.” * * * “The division of honors, among those 
whose hands are set to the missionary work at home and abroad, may be safely 
deferred to the Judgment-day.” 

The remaining division of our subject is,— 

Ill. The laborers ; including their relations to one another and to the Union, 
their location, &c. 


* The names of the Committee of seven, subscribed to this communication, were S. H. 
Cone, Alfred Bennett, F. Wayland, William R. Williams, Isaac Davis, and James N. Granger. 
The other member of the Committee, George B. Ide, was prevented from attending the Com- 
mittee’s meeting. 
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The laborers are evangelists, pastors, teachers and helpers, missionary and 
native, male and female. Translators are not noted asa distinct class, versions 
of the Scriptures having been made, so far as is contemplated, for Burmah, at 
least for the present ; but open, of course, to revision, so far as, in respect to either, 
it shall be manifestly needful. : 

With regard to evangelists and pastors, —the position was advocated by the 
Deputation, and held also by the convention of missionaries, that the missionaries, 
as a class, were, of right and duty, to be evangelists, and not pastors ; that the pas- 
torate of the churches ought to be in the charge of native preachers, set apart to 
the service according as “ suitable men, qualified as the Scriptures demand, are 
raised up;” and that, while the missionaries should continue to have a care both 
for the pastors and the churches, and be ever ready to aid them by labor and coun- 
sel to their edification, the constant endeavor should be to train them to se//-sus- 
tentation and se/f-direction and discipline. And this for a threefold reason ; —as 
being most consonant to the apostolic pattern of church-building ; as, of itself, most 
promotive of church-extension, subjectively and to others ; and also, as leaving 
missionaries free to “ preach the gospel in regions beyond.” 

An objection has been alleged against this separation of missionaries from the 
pastoral office, that it will promote prelatical distinctions and ecclesiastical domina- 
tion on the part of the missionaries. The objection was thought to lie, rathes, 
against the preéxistent usage, of extending ordination to native preachers only in 
marked cases, as exceptions rather than the rule; an evil which, said the Deputa- 
tion, “ there is danger of perpetuating ;" and thus “ establishing an order of min- 
isters and pastors in Burmah, unknown to our churches at home and to the New 
Testament.” 

The character and services of the native preachers in Burmah, as also their 
number, ordained and unordained, were stated in our former report. The opin- 
ion was held by the Deputation, that “ men who answer to this description should 
be invested with all the functions of the ministerial office, by the laying on of the 
hands of the presbytery. Their usefulness would be increased, because of the 
increased responsibility of the office they would fill, Their own churches would 
respect and honor them more.” “ As it now is,” they proceed to remark, “ the 
churches are tempted to make false distinctions between the ordained pastors, who 
visit them at long intervals, and their resident ministers; and to attach super- 
stitious notions to the rites which the former only are permitted to administer.” 

The usage was thought to be scarcely less objectionable in its relations to mis- 
sionaries, as tending, necessarily, to hold the native ministry in a state of still 
greater subordination and dependence in relation to them. 

“ Great caution,” it was thought by the Deputation, “ should be observed by the 
missionaries; lest by holding the great body of the native assistants, the actual 
pastors of the churches, to a too direct responsibility to the missionaries, and to a 
too minute supervision, they incur the danger of weakening in those men the feel- 
ing of personal responsibility to Christ and to the church, and diminish the power 
of these higher motives.” The policy advocated by the Deputation was in the 
direction to free the native preachers from all liability to unscriptural domination 
by missionaries ; and even to release them, as early as might be found practicable, 
from that measure of official responsibility to which they were properly held sub- 
ject so long as they were employees of the Missionary Union, by transferring their 
engagements and support to the native churches. “ Missionary superintendence,” — 
they remarked in view of such change of relations, “ will still be needed; but 
should not be claimed as a matter of right. It should be strictly advisory and fra- 
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ternal. In only this way can the essential dangers of prelacy be avoided, the in- 
dependence of the churches encouraged, and the largest measure of conscious res- 
ponsibility placed upon the pastor and preacher.” Hence with respect to the mis- 
sionaries, as well as among the native assistants mutually, the tendency of the pol- 


icy advocated was not, as some have asserted, to promote distinction of orders, and 


the unscriptaral preéminence of one or of many: but to favor, throughout the 
entire body of laborers, an essential and confessed equality. ‘To concede freedom 
and power to dependents is not the direct way, surely, to build up despotism, sec- 
ular or ecclesiastical ; while, on the contrary, to cut off all imagined liability in mis- 
sionaries to usurp ecclesiastical authority, was one motive to forward meas- 
ures tending thus to the independence both of the native preachers and the 
churches. 

No action was had in the Convention in regard to the appropriate sphere of 
labor of female assistant missionaries. Nor did the Deputation advocate any such 
action ; on the ground, mainly, that pwhlic action was inexpedient and uncalled for. 
In subsequent arrangements for the employ of female assistants, favored by the 
Deputation, no measures were attempted or desired, except as they were compat- 
ible with the prior relations of the assistants, and with their own supposed hearty 
concurrence. 

With respect to the relations of missionaries to the Union, the Deputation advo- 
cated before the Convention the views entertained by the Executive Committee. 
And the report of the Convention on “ the principles that should govern mission- 
aries in entering upon, continuing in, or relinquishing stations or duties assigned 


” 


to them by the Executive Committee,” is substantially in harmony therewith. 


This report, the Committee are informed, was adopted by a unanimous vote.* 


*The committee on the principles that should govern missionaries in entering upon, con- 
tinuing in, or relinquishing, stations or duties assigned to them by the Executive Committee, 
would submit the following report: 

Although fully recognizing the principle, that the missionary, as well as the preacher of the 
gospel at home, is the servant of the Lord and not of man, and that his connection witha 
missionary society ought not to infringe upon his liberty or his responsibilities, as a minister 
of Christ, yet we believe that the relations into which he and the orgiins of the society have 
mutually entered, impose upon him certain obligations, which he is bound to observe so long 
as he retains his connection with them. In order to preserve his connection unimpaired, it 
is necessary that there should be a general harmony of views between him and the society 
by which he is supported, not only in regard to the object of missions, but to the modes 
of operation. 

The original compact between the Missionary Union and its missionaries, recognizes the 
right of the Board to give “ general instructions and regulations” for their guidance. Minute 
and specific instructions, extending to the details of missionary labor, will not ordinarily be 
necessary, while the Board repose confidence in their missionaries, whose piety, judgment 
and experience will furnish the best security for the faithful prosecution of the work before 
them. It is taken for granted, that, on the appointment of a missionary, there is usually an 
understanding between him and the Executive Committee, as to the field of labor and the 
kind of work to be performed. 

These points once settled, it seems very desirable that there should be no change, except 
for strong reason, and by mutual consent of the missionary and the Executive Committee. 
We think that no missionary would be justified in leaving his post, or entering on labors not 
originally contemplated, except with their sanction. Yet in cases of emergency, it may be 
the duty of an individual to supply a vacancy, or enter on a new field without delay; in 
which case he would be justified in acting on the recommendation of the mission to which he 
belongs, pending a reference to the Executive Committee. 

When special orders are sent out by the Executive Committee, we think no mission or 
individual missionary has a right to suspend or alter them, unless there is reason to suppose 
that the Committee are laboring under some misapprehension, or unless their operation 


| 
; 
; 
| 
. 
i! 
ad 
4 
ay 


1855.] Missionary Policy and Measures. 161 


Of relations of missionaries one to another, note will be taken in connection 
with other topics about to be submitted to the Board. 

In locating the laborers severally, the Deputation regarded mainly three con- 
siderations ; Ist, the number and eligibility of the stations to be occupied ; de- 
manding large advance and a wide distribution ;— 2nd, the suitableness of the 
missionaries to be designated, to be estimated by their age and experience respect- 
ively, and their knowledge of the people, language and usages, &c.; — 3rd, the 
expressed concurrence of the parties more immediately concerned. Acting on 
these principles, the Deputation invited Dr. Wade to the charge of the Karen 
Theological Institution, in the absence of Mr. Binney. And this was done with 
the unanimous approval of the Karen missionaries then in Maulmain; the only 
absentees being Messrs. Vinton, Beecher, Van Meter and Mason, the latter on 
account of illness. In like manner, Messrs. Harris and Brayton were allotted to 
Martaban district, and provisionally to Shwaygyeen, with their own repeatedly 
expressed hearty assent. The time of their removal, whether in the rainy or the 
dry season, was left to their separate judgment and choice. Messrs. Kincaid and 
Simons were assigned to Prome on the like terms, and Mr. Thomas to Henthada. 
Mr. Mason was appointed to Toungoo Mission at his request. Messrs. Stevens, 
Ingalls and Dawson were assigned to Rangoon, the latter temporarily, with their 
deliberate consent. And Mr. Van Meter was confirmed in his place at Bassein. 
Other missionaries remained at the places previously taken by them, or to which 
they had been designated by the Executive Committee ; except that Mr. and Mrs. 
Bennett were invited from Tavoy to the Maulmain Karen Mission, to which they 
acceded ; and Mr, Whitaker, who at first had been expected to labor at Bassein 
as a helper to Mr. Abbott, consented to remain at Maulmain temporarily, in the 
same Karen Mission. In the locating of Messrs. Vinton and Beecher, the former 
at Rangoon and the latter at Bassein, the Deputation had no part in the inception. 
But they assented to their continuing at those stations; as a temporary arrange- 
ment in the case of Mr. Beecher, and until a consideration of the same and of 
other matters should be had by the Executive Committee. 

The nature and grounds of the action of the Deputation in regard to these 
last named cases are connected, as just intimated, with other subjects, which are 
about to be laid before the Board. It will be opportune, however, in this place to 
state the following particulars. 

1. Of Mr. Vinton’s removal to Rangoon. This was effected by Mr. Vinton 
about the Ist of May, 1852. The act was in disregard of the expressed judgment 
of the Maulmain Karen Mission, of which he was then a member, and in contra- 
vention of instructions of the Executive Committee received by the Mission in 
January preceding. Mr. Vinton proceeded to open a Karen boarding school, 
which shortly numbered more than a hundred pupils. Subsequently he purchased 
land of the East India Company at Kemmendine, in the vicinity of Rangoon, and 
erected buildings thereon, including dwelling house, school room or chapel, and 
dormitories. Information of these proceedings was received by the Executive 
Committee at the close of August, 1852, and they constituted one among the rea- 
sons which led to the appointment of the Deputation. The Committee had been 


would be manifestly injurious. In cases of this kind, a mission may defer action on such 
orders, until the final decision of the Committee can be obtained. 

Should the case ever unhappily oceur in which a missionary cannot conscientiously carry out 
the requirements and instructions of the Executive Committee, and if after suitable expla- 
nations there should still be found an insurmountable practical disagreement, the only proper 
remedy is a dissolution of his connection with the Missionary Union. 

11 
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previously apprised of Mr. Vinton’s decision to remove to Rangoon, and, in view of 
it and other considerations, had addressed the Burman and Karen Missions, (under 
date of July 27,) inviting them to a general conference; suggesting, among other 
things, that at said conference four of their number should be nominated, two to 
be located at or near Rangoon and two in or near Bassein. And the Committee 
added, “ It is the earnest desire and injunction of the Committee that no missiona- 
ry other than those nominated relinquish his present post of labor; those nominated, 
to await also, with respect to any permanent arrangement, the Committee’s ap- 
proval.” On learning that Mr. Vinton had already removed to Rangoon, the 
state and relations of the Maulmain Karen Mission were made the subject of pro- 
tracted deliberation, which issued, as before stated, in the appointment of the 
Deputation. 

The Deputation, on arriving at Rangoon in March, 1853, visited Mr. Vinton at 
Kemmendine, having come, as was said to him by one of the Deputation, “ on an 
errand of peace and love.” The results finally reached by them, are given in a 
letter addressed by the Deputation to Mr. Vinton, at Rangoon, Sept. 15, 1855. 
The sought adjustment was made. The Deputation, while disapproving the act of 
Mr. Vinton in coming to Rangoon, agreed, nevertheless, under existing circum- 
stances, to regard it “as a thing done,” and “ waiving further animadversion, to 
recognize Mr. Vinton, notwithstanding, as still holding connection with the Mis- 
sionary Union.” The Deputation also assumed the expenses incurred, Mr. Vin- 
ton relinquishing “all claim had by (him), or thought to be, on the mission pre- 
mises, in land or buildings, in favor of the Missionary Union,” on “ receiving fall 
payment of the expenses incurred therefor ;” and holding himself * still subject to 
the rules and regulations of the Executive Committee.” This transaction, it was 
further stipulated, was to be an “ unmixed transaction, resting solely on its own 
basis,” and leaving “the Deputation and the Executive Committee free to act irres- 
pectively of it in all other matters.” 

2. Mr. Beecher removed to Bassein from Sandoway in the autumn of 1852 
(He left Kyouk Phyoo Sept. 27, and wrote from Rangoon, on his way to Bassein, 
Oct. 28.) This removal, also, was withont the authorization of the Executive 
Committee, and in known violation of their avowed principles. Mr. Beecher had 
been informed, in a letter the receipt of which was acknowledged by him some 
months prior to his departure from Arracan, “ The location of missionaries is a 
matter on which specially the Committee claim to be heard. Stations are ordina- 
rily allotted to missionaries on careful deliberation before leaving (this) country, 
and ought not to be voluntarily vacated or exchanged without the Committee's 
prior and express approval.” Mr. Beecher having, for reasons of his own, refused 
to attend the Maulmain Convention, and having met the Deputation for the first 
time only the evening before their final departure from Burmah, the Deputation 
assented to his continuance at Bassein as a provisional measure only, pending a 
reference of the whole subject to the Executive Committee. 

Incidental to the locating of missionaries, is suitable provision for mission com- 
pounds and dwellings. The policy advocated by the Deputation in regard to these, 
and consonant with the views of the Executive Committee, is embodied in 
Resolutions adopted by the Maulmain Convention.* And the Committee regard 


*1. Resolved, That, in the estimation of this Convention, a missionary’s dwelling should be 
of easy access to the people for whom he labors, yet in a spot somewhat retired from the 
noise and bustle of business, and where he may enjoy a pure and healthful atmosphere. His 
public labors should be at a chapel or zayat, or from house to house among the people, but 
he needs a resting place after his toils, and quiet in times of sickness. 

2. The dwellings and other mission houses should be built on principles of the strictest 
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the faithful observance of the principles there recognized, as indispensable to the 
economical and satisfactory adminis'ration of this department of missionary expend- 
iture. ‘The measures adopted by the Deputation in accordance with said policy, 
so far as they need to be rehearsed in this connection, had respect to the buildings 
and compounds of the Maulmain Missions. The Committee had informed the 
Maulmain Burman Mission as early as June, 1850, that, according to their unani- 
mous opinion, too much property was invested at Maulmain in real estate. The 
earlier investments had been made while the Burman and Karen departments 
were associated in one mission and were in immediate proximity. And then even, 
the principal purchase, that of the Blundell compound so called, covering about 
seventeen acres, had been originally effected by missionaries on their personal 
responsibility; the Executive Committee subsequently assuming the payment, 
from a desire to relieve the missionaries and in deference to their judgment of the 
expediency of the purchase. In 1846 an additional investment was made, in the 
purchase of lands at Newton for the Karen department, which was removed thith- 
er. The Committee, after the lands had been procured by the missionaries on 
their personal responsibility, acceded to the transfer of this also to the Union, with 
the express proviso, that the funds for the payment of the same should be realized 
from the sale of other lands then in charge of the Mission. The transfer was made, 
but the sale of other lands, on which it was conditioned, was not effected. In June, 
1850, on application of the Maulmain Burman Mission, authorization was given for 
the reconstruction of the houses occupied by Messrs. Judson and Ranney ; and 
also, for the conditional erection of a dwelling house for Mr. Wade ; “ the whole 
expense of these buildings (to) be paid from proceeds of the sale of real estate 
owned by the A. B. M. Union in Maulmain.” Instructions were also given, “ that 
the Blundell compound with its present boundaries, and any other compound not 
occupied by missionaries of the Union, be sold, as soon as it can be done without 
great loss; and that until the sale is effected, the rent of all such property be ap- 


economy, yet so as t provide for their durability and the health of the occupants; the site 
and plan of the buildings should be in accordance with the judgment of the mission con- 
cerned, and on a seale not to exceed in cost the sum appropriated by the Executive Commit- 
tee. Both the plan and the estimates should be submitted to the mission, and, so far as 
practicable, to the Executive Committee, prior to entering into any preliminary engage- 
nents, 

3. To guard against an injudicious selection and expenditure in respect to compounds and 
buildings, it is expedient to take ample time for exploration and to test the eligibility of a 
site or station. For the furtherance of this end it may be advisable to hire residences, or, if 
that be impracticable, to build temporary dwellings of a reduced cost. In determining the 
extent of grounds and style of buildings, regard should be had not only to the wants of the 
missionary and the original cost, but also to the annual outlay liable to be induced in pay- 
ment of ground rent or other taxes, and in preservation, culture, and annual repairs. 

4. Itis the duty of the occupant of any mission house and compound to give the same 
care to their preservation that he would in case they belonged to himself, and to make a 
timely report to the mission of all repairs needful thereto. Repairs and alterations in any 
building should be made only with the advice and consent of the mission with which the oc- 
cupant is connected. 

5. Care should be exercised to keep mission and individual property separate and dis- 
tinct, except with the mutual consent of the parties; in which case measures should be 
promptly taken to effect a satisfactory and final adjustment. 

6. All dwellings and lands and other property belonging to the mission, should be held in 
the name of the American Baptist Missionary Union, and their title to the same should be 
carefully vouched and duly recorded; and all vouchers and securities of mission property 
should be deposited with the mission treasurers, subject to the order of the Executive Com- 
mittee. 
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plied to keeping the buildings of the mission in repair.” The house of Mr. Ran- 
ney was reconstructed, but no sales were effected; and the rents designed to be 


applied to repairs of buildings, were largely reduced by the mission occupancy of 


In 1852 the Committee authorized the purchase of a lot 
The lot 


the Blundell compound. 
in South Maulmain, the cost to be defrayed from the sale of lots on hand. 
was purchased, but there was no sale to cover the cost. 

The Committee give this condensed narrative of facts relating to mission lands and 
houses at Maulmain, not to criminate the motives of the parties implicated, nor to 
indicate upon whom more especially the responsibility in regard to them rests, but as 
prefatory to a just understanding of the measures pursued by the Deputation. 
After free consultation with the Maulmain Burman Mission, and in view also of the 
reduced number of resident missionaries, the Deputation directed the sale of two 
mission houses and their compounds, and the conditional sale of a third; also the 
sale of two vacant compounds ; reserving for the use of the mission three houses 
and compounds, and consenting to retain the Blundell house “ for the time being, 
and till otherwise directed, with the understanding that it be let, and not oceupied 
by the Mission.” 
houses and lands, as suggested, (would) command the prompt attention of the Mis- 


The Deputation expressed the “ hope that the disposal of the 
sion.” They had little faith, they said, “in the presumption of a rise in the value 
of Maulmain property at some uncertain day; and, were there more ground for 
(such a presumption) they (would) prefer an early realization of funds trom sales, 
to one more distant, though possibly more productive.” The Committee have re- 
ceived the gratifying intelligence that within the past year sales have been made of 
four buildings and compounds, including the Blundell, realizing the aggregate sum 
of more than rs. 9000. 

The topics now presented, embrace all the points touching the missionary policy 
and measures pursued by the Deputation in Burmah and adopted by the Execu- 
tive Committee, which have appeared to the Committee to call for statements and 
explanations additional to their former report on the Work of the Deputation ;— 
with the exception of so much as relates to the doings of Councils convened by the 
Deputation at Maulmain, involving the mutual relations of missionaries one with 
another ; which claim a separate consideration. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 


COMMUNICATIONS FROM MISSIONS. 


Before the communication was forwarded, 
it was submitted to Dr. and Mrs. Wade, “ to 
ascertain if they thought the statements cor- 


THOUGHTS ON THE WORK OF THE 
DEPUTATION. 


BY A MISSIONARY. 


The following communication is part of a 
letter addressed to the respected pastor of one 
of our churches in the state of New York, 
under date of Maulmain, Dec. 18, 1854. “A 


recent movement among some of our mission- | 


aries,’ said the writer, Rev. Mr. Bixby, in 
a letter accompanying, “ has led us to think 
that perhaps something should be written 
and put into the hands of judicious men, for 
future use if necessary, by those missionaries 
who fully approve of the work of the Deputa- 
tion and Executive Committee.” 


rect, and that they ought to be communica- 
ted.” “ They approved of the letter entirely, 
and recommended that it be sent.” 

In the body of the extracts below, will be 
found expressions of a personal bearing, 
which at first we were inclined to withhold; 
being unuged to a public expression of the 


| kind consideration cherished towards us by 


missionary brethren. It has sufficed to be 
assured for ourselves that “we have their 
sympathy, their affections and their prayers.” 
A departure from our rule will be deemed jus- 
tifiable, we doubt not, under existing circum- 
stances. With respect to the essential bear- 
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ings ofthe communication, we commend them 
to most careful consideration. 


The Commission —Its sufficiency. 


There are some points on which a 
young man should be fully persuaded in 
his own mind before entering the mis- 


sionary service; for instance, on the ques- 


tion, By what means are the heathen to be 


evangelized? ‘There can be no safety in 


leaving this question to be answered, or 


even modified, by the experience and 


observation of years in heathen lands. 
The 
The 


law of the Lord is perfect,” whether ap- 


Our instructions are from above. 


will of our Master is our law. 


Christ; and it is the height of folly for 
man to attempt to make it better. 


Every 
enterprise of man has been, and may be, 


greatly aided by human invention; but 


in the great enterprise of converting the 


world, human machinery cannot be intro- 


duced with safety. The history of the 


churches, in all ages, clearly reveals a 


tendency in good as well as bad men, to 


substitute the inventions of man’s feeble 


wisdom for the divinely appointed means 


of grace, or to strengthen them with hu- 
man machinery. 


our missionaries have been indirectly 
charged, by the Deputation and others, 


with depending too much upon the insti- 


tutions and the wisdom of men, in their 
efforts to evangelize Burmah; and that 
important changes have taken place in 
our missions since the visit of the Depu- 
tation. 


You are not ignorant of the ex- 
citement that has been produced by these 


changes, at home and in our missions. 


Much dissatisfaction is manifest in some 


of our missionaries, with the measures 
and members of the Deputation and the 
Executive Committee; and a vigorous 
effort is being made to bring both the 
measures, and the men, into disrepute. 
But there are other missionaries, and 
some of them aged and venerable, who 
heartily approve of these recent changes, 
and feel that they are of vital importance 
to the future prosperity of our missions. 


Thoughts on the Work of the Deputation. 


plied to the moral law or the gospel of 


You are already aware that some of 


165 


Appointment of the Deputation sea- 
sonable. 


I have been silent about a year anda 
half. 
my hands about one year, and I have 
been examining them, and I have been 
seeking information from every reliable 

and I feel quite safe now in 
that I think a Deputation was 


The mission records have been in 


source ; 
stating, 
very much needed, and that the two men 
appointed were pre-eminently adapted to 
the service ; that they have faithfully and 
affectionately discharged their duty ; and 
have accomplished a noble work for our 
| missions, which will speak in their praise 
| long after they are gone. I think it may 
| not be an injury to the cause, for me to 
state a few facts which have led me to this 
conclusion. I do not wish you to publish 


them, or to allow them to be published ; * 
|— for I think it will indeed be a dark 
day to our missions when every error 
| missionaries, must be made known to the 
|public. The Secretaries at the Rooms 
| have manifested great wisdom and pru- 


and sin, or sinful tendency, among our 


dence, and an abiding concern for the 
prosperity of our missions and the wel- 


fare of our missionaries, in endeavoring 
to adjust these matters without bringing 
And I have 
been pained at heart to see the apparent 


them before the public. 


recklessness of some of our ministers at 
home, in pressing them to reveal the 
whole matter to the churches, who can- 
not possibly appreciate the circumstances. 
What are we coming to, if some ten or 
twelve of the best men our denomination 
affords, must meet with such distrust and 
censure, while all their acts are open to 
investigation and are subject to the final 
decision of the Board. On the other 
hand, it does not imply distrust, or lack 
of charity, to think that missionaries are 
liable to err. Charity does not make it 
necessary that we should regard any 
class of men as intermediates between 
men and angels. 


* By a letter accompanying the above we 
are authorized by the writer to dispose of this 
communication as we “see fit.” We pub- 
lish the main parts of it. 
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Missionaries of like character with | This may be denied ; but facts will speak, 

other men. 

Missionaries are like other men, — no | main, the centre of our missionary opera- 
better, no worse, — unless it be true that | tions in Burmah, there have been, during 
their peculiar situation is calculated to | the last ten years, vastly more money 
develope peculiar dispositions. I must| expended and more time consumed in 
confess that I do not think a missionary | teaching schools and book-making, than 
life is favorable to ghe development of a | in preaching the gospel. - Much of this 
symmetrical and beautiful character. | 


and they are stubborn things. In Maul- 


| time three, four, five, six and seven mis- 


But I am happy to know some noble ex- _sionaries have been in Maulmain in the 
ceptions. We have rash, impetuous, and | Burman department, but not a single 
headstrong ministers at home, who some-| man devoted to preaching. They all, 


times appear to be destitute of reason ;| doubtless, preached more or less; but 
they did not make this their first and 
should be found among so many mis-| great work. 

sionaries? Think, again, that many | Some of this work has been, and will 
missionaries come from the effeminacy | 


and would it be strange if a few such men 


be, a blessing ; and some of it, we fear, 
of the college, with characters only par-| has been, and will be, not only /ost, but 
tially developed, with very slight knowl- | an injury to the people and to the cause. 
edge of human nature and the nature of | Some books have been made which can- 
things. They settle down among the | not possibly be of any practical value 
heathen to finish what may have been | for many years to come ; and the value 
well begun. They have very little socie- | of even the best of books, as a means of 
ty, except the untaught heathen. And evangelization without the living preach- 
do you think it would be strange, know-| er, among the heathen, time has proved 


ing, as you do, the power of association | to have been greatly overestimated. 


for good or evil, that they should be- 
come somewhat peculiar, and that their 
minds and hearts should not always 
chime with minds and hearts of a very 
different culture. 

But the missionaries, no doubt, are all 
good men. It does not become me to 
speak freely of their faults; but IT am 
brought to this, that I must decide against 
one class of good men or another class of 
good men. Though my mind has been 
settled several months, as to who are 
right and who are wrong, I have not con- 
cluded to speak out until now. My voice 
is for peace, and I should be glad to fol- 
low the things which make peace; but if 
we must have war, let its consequences fall 
on those who deserve them, and not on 
the undeserving. 


Prominence given to schools and book- 
making —Its inexpediency. 

It is evident that schools and book- 
making have been placed jirst among 
the means of evangelization, in some of 
our missions, during the past ten years. 


ir 


There was atime when the people at 

home and the missionaries were for scat- 
tering books and tracts broadcast all over 
ithe land. Editions of 50,000 copies were 
| printed and scattered. But now the mis- 
| sionaries are becoming more careful. 
The men, generally, know how to read 


their own language, but they cannot be 


i said to be a reading people. They like 
to get our books, because they like to 
destroy them. During one season of the 


| Year, old and young men amuse them- 


selves in flying kites. We have a great 
many applications for books at such times; 
and the large quarto bible is the book 
that they seek more than any other. 
We often find our books used for wrap- 
ping paper in the bazaars; many of them 
are burned, and others destroyed. 

About three weeks ago, a Burman 
came to me to get some books. He said, 
“T have heard of the great compassion 
of the teachers, of their love for all men, 
and about this new religion. What I 
hear, is soon forgotten; and I want to 
obtain some books, that I can read and 
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remember these things.” Tle appeared | men or priests. _ It tells them about heav- 
very well, —listened attentively for a| en, but their brightest conceptions of hap- 
long time. I then gave him a volume of'| piness are to give fullest indulgence to 
bound tracts; and told him that when he | their carnal desires. All their ideas are 
had read them, if he would come again, | carnal and sinful, and the bible is ne- 
I would give him more. He appeared | cessarily written in the language which 
very thankful; said he should now get | they use to express their sinful ideas. 
the light; and when that book was} You tell them of the fall of man, and 
read, he should come and get others, &e. | they will tell you your words cannot be 


He went out, and had not proceeded fif- | true for a serpent cannot speak words. 
teen rods before he threw the book into | You tell them about the Son of God, and 
the creek, and I obtained it again. It} they will ask you if God has a wife. No. 
was badly injured. I have no doubt this| Then how can he have a son? The 
is one of a thousand such cases. school boy who has solved a mathematica] 
problem, cannot be more confident of the 
Bible distribution—The ‘foolishness | correctness of his work than they are 
of preaching” —A difference. that they have thus triumphed over us 
You have probably heard of the pro- | and proved our bible false. They cannot 
posal of the American and Foreign Bible | see how the numerous races of men have 
Society, to place a complete bible in. the | come from the same parents; and even 
house of every head man in every vil- | the mention of this will sometimes give 
lage in Burmah. This might appear offence, and they will withdraw, and walk 


very desirable tomen who can only judge | No more with us. To such a people 


of the heathen by civilized lands. But | books can be of very little use without 


it would cost an immense sum, without ac- | the preacher. rhis is not the way to 


complishing much good. It would not | save the heathen. The Lord has re- 
be read; and in a few years it would be | vealed to us a better way, it is the fool- 
destroyed hy the climate. In a small | ishness of preaching. 


village which IT have just visited, the| Books without the living preacher may 
head man, after hearing the gospel for six | be adapted to some, but preaching is 
successive days and becoming somewhat | adapted to all. ‘The moral likeness 
interested in it, requested me to give | among men, in all ages and countries, 
hima bible. He took the hook and was! teaches that the same truths and influ- 


much pleased with it. As he went out, | ences necessary for the conversion of 


he said that some years ago he had re- | the people of one age or country, are 
ceived one of the teachers’ books; but | necessary for the conversion of the peo- 
as he did not like it, he had not read it) ple of every age and country. The 
much. I had some curiosity to see the preaching of the gospel is the only meth- 
book, and so accompanied him to his | od adapted to all classes and conditions 
house. Ile worked a long time to dig | of men. 


it out of a huge pile of old rubbish ; and But some of our brethren say that 


to my surprise, I found it the same book | school-teaching and  beok-making — is 
that he had just received from me.  Af- | 


preaching the gospel. T know that there 
ter questioning some time, I found that, | has been an effort at home as well as 
though he had had the book some years, | here, to prove that school-teaching, book- 
he had not read it. He is as literary as | making, newspaper writing, and a long 
they will average, and perhaps a rare | category of other things, are contained in 
instance of candor and good sense. the little word “ preach.” It is general- 

Without the living preacher, the bible | ly supposed that men understand their 
cannot be understood by them. It tells | own language, especially those men who 
them about God, but all they knowabout | wrote as they were moved by the Holy 
God is associated with dumb idols and} Ghost. Then, would it not be well for 
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us, if we wish to know the exact mean- 
ing of the word “ preach,” to take the 
practical and living exposition which the 
inspired apostles have given to all their 
successors ? 

It will not be denied that teaching the | 
christian religion, in every way adapted | 
toconvey the truth to the mind and | 
heart, is preaching the gospel; but Se 
teaching of the sciences and languages, 
however desirable and useful the work 
may be, cannot be said to be “ preaching 
The heathen should be 
educated but they should first be evan- 


gelized. 


the spel.” 
| 


Some have attempted to evan- 
gelize by educating them, but I have not 
so learned Christ. 


Boarding schools— Teaching of 
English. 


Some of our missions have established 
large boarding schools, where the English | 
language was made the great object of 


attraction. Our brethren say, * This is 


used only as a means to draw the people | 
under our influence.” I had supposed 
that Paley’s philosophy Was exploded long 
ayo, i. e., “the end justifies the means.” 
The heathen have no desire for knowl | 
edge unless it will yield present profit. | 
They have no desire to learn Christianity 
until God opens their hearts. 
not appreciate the value of science, but 


They can- 


the English language is of great value to 
them. It gives them employment and 
great pay from government; and hence 
they will expose themselves to what they | 
regard the greatest heresy, to obtain it. 
A school that will board and clothe and 
furnish books and instruction gratis, is 
no small attraction. The young men 
would willingly submit to a short exer- 
cise in the catechism, and to other short 
religious exercises, to obtain the one great 
object. Butin nearly every case it would 
be merely parrot-work. These breth- 
ren were sincere, hard workers, no doubt ; 
and I cannot see why the man was not 
sincere in reaching forth his hand to steady 
the ark. But with all this sincerity and 
goodness, (for some of them are among 
our best men,) it does not seem quite in 
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accordance with the apostolic/ method, 
to gratify man’s basest attribute, his 
selfishness, in order to infuse into him 
the graces of our holy religion. 

And how could we expect to reach and 
save the mass of heathens who throng 
this country, through a boarding school ? 
The missionaries on the other coast, the 
Presbyterians, do all their missionary 
work in schools, and our missions were 
But the suc- 
cess, or rather the want of success, in 
Maulmain and vicinity in the Burmese 


following in their wake. 


department during the past ten years, is 
asad comment upon this modern system 
of * preaching the gospel.” They have 
been able to raise up a few clerks for mer- 
chants, a few writers for government, 
and a few teachers for government ofli- 
cers, &c.; but not a single man is found 
among them to preach the gospel. Our 
native preachers are all old men, who 
were converted many years ago directly 
from idolatry ; and they have no knowl- 
edge of English. 


By giving the young the English lan- 


guage, they have opened their way not, 


jas many had hoped, to an ocean of lite- 


rature, but to an ocean of corruption. 


| They are lovers of indulgence more than 
of literature, and they are placed directly 


in the highway of temptation and vice. 
They are puffed up by their knowledge ; 
so they despise all sorts of manual labor. 
They feel above the society of common 


_ people, but they can never associate with 


educated and refined Englishmen ; hence 
they seek their associates among the very 
lowest classes of those who speak the 
English language, such as soldiers, sail- 
ors, &e. Then they iearn to drink ar- 
dent spirits, smoke opium, and practise 
all manner of licentiousness. The Eng- 
lish language is almost sure to ruin a 
young man. I think it is a device of 
Satan to destroy our most promising 
young men. ‘There are some good 
brethren who take a different view of 
this subject; but I think the majority are 
of the same opinion that I have ex- 
pressed. 

If a knowledge of English was no in- 
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jury to the morals of young men, it | among the Burmans; but when they say, 
would place them beyond the reach of | “ Come, boys,” they are ready to go; and 


the mission ; because government can pay | they will work well. The missionary 


three times as much money as we can. | must go with them, or before them ; but 


; if they are tied down toa school or a 
Results, in town and country. book, how can they go ? 
| 


Again, during the last ten years, 1am) Within one month I have found more 


informed that not a single man has been than a score of old men who told me that 
converted directly from idolatry in the | they had never seen a missionary, and 
Burman mission in Maulmain. ‘There had never heard of the true God and 


| JesusChrist ; and yet these men have 


have been conversions, but from chris- | 
tian families. ‘There has been no per- lived for many years within twenty miles 
ceptible progress in the overthrow of idol- of the great centre of missionary influ- 
atry. Ko Boke, my teacher, is the first} ence in Burmah, where the gospel has 
idolater converted in Maulmain during | been known more than a quarter of a 
these ten years, if Lamrightly informed; century. Why is this? Have our mis- 
and my informant is an old missionary. | sionaries been unfaithful? We cannot 


I have made inquiries of others respect- ) accuse them of unfaithfulness; for they 


} 


ing it, and no one can tell me to the con- | have labored zealously and sincerely ; 


trary. 'and they have their reward. But they 


And more than this. There are many | have labored with mistaken views of the 


| 


villages, beautifully situated on the banks | means of evangelization. They have ex- 


of the three rivers, the Salwen, the Gyne, | pended thousands of dollars and much 


and the Attaran, and occupying the | 


‘time in educating a few individuals and 


most accessible portions of the country | making many books, instead of going 
within a few hours sail of Maulmain,| every where preaching the word, — 
where the people are almost totally igno- | scattering the leaves of the tree of life, 
rant of God and Christ. I have just | which are for the healing of the nations. 
returned trom a village of seventy houses | This, I should say, is applicable only 
and between 300 and 400 inhabitants, | to a part of our missions. Dr. Judson 
within fifteen miles of this city, where | elt this most deeply ; and he looked for- 
only one visit was ever made by a mis- | ward with great joy to the time when the 
| bible should be complete in Burman, and 
years ago. This is not an isolated case. | he be able to give himself fully to the 
One poor woman said to me, * I heard 


sionary, and that some fifteen or sixteen 


| preaching of the word and unfo prayer. 
about this God fifteen years ago; but I) Dr. Wade and others have viewed with 
have seen noone to inquire of since about | deep solicitade the workings of this 
him.” I have already visited some ten | school system, and now rejoice greatly 
or twelve villages, not half of which have | that the system is at an end. In setting 
been visited within the past ten years.| this thing right, the Deputation have 
Some of the people have heard in Maul-|done a noble work. They have not 
main, but the majority are still ignorant | discouraged schools, but they have lim- 
of Christ. You may ask, “ Have not | itedthem. They have overthrown board- 
the native preachers visited these vil-| ing-schools, and prohibited the teaching 
lages ?” I thought it must be that some | of English; but they encourage schools 
among so many preachers have been to| in the vernacular and among the chil- 
them, and I have taken pains to inquire ;| dren of Christian families. They en- 
and to my surprise, I find that with a| courage the teaching of the sciences in 
very few exceptions they never have | the vernacular, but not by a preaching 
been to them. The fact is, when mis- missionary. 

sionaries say to them, “ Go, boys,” very | It is of the greatest importance that the 
little can be expected of them, at least | native christians should be taught to edu- 
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cate their own children. Most of them 
are able to do this. And some are in- 
clined to do it; though all would be glad 
to be educated at mission expense, if 
their consciences were allowed to slum- 
ber. 


years have fled, these villages shall not 
have it to say, “ We have never seen a 
missionary so much as once, and the law 
of the living God has not been brought to 
our ears.” 

Another evidence that some of our 


brethren have depended too much on 

ronized by the heathen. their own machinery, is this. After 
hoardi schools, ¢ specially 

An effort to educate the heathen be- oarding schoo ind especially the 


‘ Pate teaching of English, were prohibited, 
fore they are christianized, should not be © e I 


one brother said, “ Our missions are put 
made by a missionary society. We have | 
. : back ten years. Another said, “I am 

: almost discouraged, and I have a good 
heathen children their own language. |. 
mind to go home.” And yet the privi- 


now some primary schools for teaching | 


We intend to give all the religious instruc- 


4 ‘eally 1 by | lege of preaching the gospel was left to 
tion that can practically be given, by | 
\them. Such things are too sad to be 


aching them the catechism and other le 
‘ | related. Yet for the want of some of 
religious books; but our object is so near- — , 
| these facts, great excitement has been 
cheater » that very much question | yroduced at home, and good men have 
the propriety of expending money in | 


been unjustly censured. But before | 


th se e sually | 
such schools The children usually close, I must write a little upon another 


learn to read in the kyoungs. Our subject. 


schools do not prosper very well, except 
when it is inconvenient for them to go to Regulations of the press. 
the kyoung. Parents have no love for 

LF ips , . As I was the secretary of the Publica- 
our religion, and no desire to have their 4 aS UC OF Ue LUNCH 
children taught it;—far from this; — | tion Commitiee, I asked one of the breth- 
but because it is convenient and they | 
can get their books and instruction for | 


nothing, they will send to them. — It is | Committee of some embarrassment, viz., 


ren why he could not conform to the fol- 
lowing article, which would relieve the 


evident that they do all they can to | “Tt shall be the duty of the missions, 
guard the children against receiving our | severally, to notify the Publication Com- 
instructions; and as soon as they can | Mmuttee of the number of copies of publi- 
read, say in two or three mouths, they cations severally on hand at their respeec- 
take them away, and we have no more tive stations, and the additional number 
access to them. The mass of the peo- | that will be required at said stations the 
ple are no more favorable to our religion ensuing year; said notification to be for- 
and our books and our schools, than so | warded to the Publication Committee by 
many Catholics would be. It is only to | the mission secretaries annually on or be- 
gain some extreme selfish end, that they | fore June 1.” He replied, * The rule is 
will patronize our schools. By teaching | reasonable enough, but I will not bow 
English we might get hundreds, when to the ——in Boston.” This is a speci- 
not one can be obtained without it. men of obedience to the needful and 
The means of grace are not so wofully | Wholesome regulations of the Executive 
deficient as to make it necessary for us | Committee on the part of, Iam glad to 


- 
say, only a few of our missionaries. I 
| 88) 


old way of going from house to house and | from the Executive Committee which 


from city to city, to declare the good news | are not reasonable, and to which I cannot 
of salvation face to face. I never will be | conform and still enjoy all the liberty and 
tied down to any such human machinery. | freedom of conscience and action that can 


to resort to such human policy, to save 


men. No! I am satisfied with the good | have not yet seen nor heard of any rules 


And if God spares my life and gives me | be desired. In conforming to them all, 
strength for the contest, before many | I do not sacrifice one right of conscience. 


i) 
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You and every candid man will acknowl- | of the general and real wants of our mis- 
edge that the executive Committee | sions. 

should be allowed to enforce rules upon | We mus¢also have laws: and they must 
the missions. They should have power to | be enforced, or our missions will fail to 


say whether the funds of the Union shall accomplish their end. Our missions have 
be expended in boarding schools, or in already suffered for the want of more 
preaching the gospel. They should have | stringent laws. The Committee kave 


power to say whether the printer shall | seen and felt this, and they have very 


expend large sums of money on his own | wisely added to their regulations. * * 


responsibility without the advice of the ‘Tt is very strange to me, that, when a 


mission and Executive Committee, or! few individuals for many years have 
heard nothing but the thunders of the 
guided by them in all the expenditures | Vatican, others, who have been long in 
of the press. They should have power | the missionary service, have seen and 


whether he shall consult them, and be 


f to require missionaries to enter and leave | felt only the gentle reign of love. All 


their fields of labor only with the coun- | the additional laws which I have seen, 


sel ahd consent of the mission and the | are not more stringent than the by-laws 
of the merest Lyceum, or of our Associ- 


Executive Committee; otherwise much 


money and labor may be expended in’ ations and State Conventions at home. 
4 buildings, &c., only to be left when a! In fact, I have not been connected with 


man feels a little discouraged. And) any body of men so careless in their busi- 


. . . . . e e 
, you may easily judge how readily indi- | ness transactions as missionaries. 
| viduals might change important fields for 
new ones, ina country so vast and vacant,; Maulmain Convention —Its closing 
Resolution. 


when they might fancy that more encour- 


agement was offered, like the gold diggers | — T was not present at the Convention in 
; in California. | Maulmain, but the following Resolution, 
: We must have head-quarters some-| which was passed at the close, will give 


you some idea of the feelings and views 


where. This cannot be in the mission 
field. Missionaries have other work to of the missionaries towards the Deputa- 
do. And you know it is natural for us ‘tion and the Executive Committee. 

all to think our fields are the most import- | = & Resolved, That this Convention feel 


ant, and our claims are the most press- | truly grateful to the Executive Commit- 


ing, &e.  Soitis easily seen that jealousy, | tee for sending the Deputation, the Rev. 
envy and prejudice might creep into the | Dr. Peck and the Rev. Mr. Granger, to 


missionary band. ‘The Missionary Rooms | sit with us in our Convention, and would 
. 
express our high sense of the valuable aid 


form a centre for all missionary intelli- 
gence. We know very littl beyond | which they have rendered to our delib- 


erations, and the important advice which 


‘among the heathen; and that we cherish 


the fullest confidence that they will use 


our own ficld. Missionaries, if thev at- 


tend to their proper work, do not often | they have given relative to our work 


meet; and when our knowledge comes 


through the mail, it is of little conse- 


quence whether we are distant or near. | their influence with the Executive Com- 


mittee in giving due consideration to the 
conclusions to which thisConvention have 


It cannot be expected that missionaries 


will write particulars to each other, as | 
they must do to the Rooms in their month- | come on the various topics which have 
ly reports. Hence much of our informa- | been discussed ;— that we part with : 


them as beloved and honored brethren, 


tion respecting our near neighbors comes 
from the Rooms. We have no railroads | for whose preservation during their trav- 
and telegraphs here. Therefore the | els, and safe return to their friends and 
officers at the Rooms are the best quali-! to those by whom they were sent, we 
fied of any persons in the world to judge | shall individually and earnestly pray ; — 


| 
_ 
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in whose prayers, also, we solicit an ear- | terly meetings for this year. It has sel- 


nest and individual remembrance.” 


It would be too much to believe that 


dom, if ever, been our privilege to at- 
tend meetings of the Karens of deeper 


the resolution was not sincere. “ Then,” | interest or greater importance. They 


you may ask, * why should so many com- 
plaints against the Deputation have 
reached our ears?” Would that I 
could give you a satisfactory answer. 
One minister at home, who was of suf- 
ficient note to receive D. D. the past 
year, said that “the missionaries were 


overawed by the authority of the Dep- 


utation.” I should think inyself as highly 


complimented to be accused of hypocrisy, 


as to be accused of yielding to any power 


in man sufliciently to state what I did not 
feel or believe, or to act contrary to my 
conscientious views of duty. 

It is the desire of all peace-loving and 
peace-making missionaries to bear all 
their trials with their brethren, alone, 
unknown to the churches; but we fear 


the time has come, or is approaching, | 


when facts must be made known to save 
the cause from serious injury. A vigo- 
rous effort is now being made here in 
Burmah, on the part of some, to bring all 
the missionaries possible and all the 
churches at home to join in overthrowing 
the Deputation and the Executive Com- 
mittee. A public meeting has been 
held where this subject has been consid- 
ered; and one of the number is now in 
Maulmain printing documents at the 
mission press, to be circulated at home 
among the ministers and churches for 
this purpose. This late movement has 
led me to write this letter. 


- BASSEIN MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. BEECHER. 


Quarterly meeting. 


Bassein, Oct. 29, 1854.— The first 
three days of this week have been occu- 
pied in attending the meetings of the 
Ministerial Conference and the Home 
Mission, making the third of our quar- 


were held at the village of Naupelheh, 
about twenty miles in a westerly direc- 
tion from Bassein. About forty preach- 
ers were present, including four or five 


who had been laboring as missionaries 
the past term. The increasing interest 
| which the Karens take in these meetings 
was manifest in the congregation of 
about eight hundred, that were gathered 
together upon the Sabbath immediately 
preceding the usual exercises of the 
meetings. The rising sun of each day of 
the meetings saw the preachers and peo- 
ple assembling for prayer and praise ; 
/and the voice of supplication and sing- 
ing is in no place more pleasant or more 
cheering, than inthe Karen jungles. 


Home Missionary Society. 


The Home Mission held its first ses- 
sion on Monday, P. M., and, after an in- 
structive sermon by brother Po Quay, 
appointed at the previous meeting, the 
reports of the missionaries occupied the 
remainder of the afternoon and evening. 
We learn from these reports that about 
fifty have professed to forsake the super- 
stitions of heathenism and to have be- 
come believers in Christ during the pres- 
ent quarter. 


Fifteen Karen churches declared 
self-supporting. 


But the measure which we had an- 
ticipated with deeper interest and anx- 
iety than any other, and the accomplish- 
ment of which marks a new era in the 
history of this mission, if not in the his- 

tory of the Union, was effected at a 
| meeting of the Home Mission on Tues- 
morning. 

Since the time when the native 
preachers consented to rely mainly upon 
their churches for support, we have con- 
'stantly cherished the hope that the day 
| was not far distant when these church- 

es would undertake the entire support 
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of native preaching, both among church- 
es and the heathen. That day has dawn- 
ed. It was Tuesday, October 24.— 
Believing that the funds ofthe Home 
Mission were such as to warrant such a 
measure, a committee was appointed on 
the previous Saturday, to take the sub- 
ject into consideration and report their 
decision in the form ofa resolution. Am- 
ple time was thus given for entering 


upon the measure deliberately and with a 
full understanding of its nature. Myat- 
keh was the chairman of the commit- | 
tee, and presented a resolution of which 
the following is a translation. 
“We, brethren Myat-keh, Shway 
Bau, Oo Sah, and Tootanoo, are agreed 


that, for preachers, pastors and ordained 
ministers, we shall expend no more of | 


The Ministerial Conference met on Tues- 
day. On Wednesday, the services were 
closed with the commemoration of the Lord’s 
Supper by about five hundred communicants. 
One hundred and four baptisms were reported 
since. the last quarterly meeting. 


Village schools — Education valued. 


In my report of that meeting, I men- 
tioned that eight hundred pupils were re- 
ceiving instruction in forty-four village 


'schools. From statistics collected at 


this meeting, we learn that the number 
of schools is forty-three and the whole 
number of pupils 834. Some of these 
schools have been of a higher character, 
that is, more thorough and extended in 
some of their studies, especially arithme- 
tic, land measuring with the cross staff, 
and Burmese, than at any previous time. 


the money of our American brethren, | The school of the highest order, which, 
help sup- | by way of distinction, we have called an 
port them, we will do it ourselves. But | academy, has exceeded our expecta- 
for books and schools we greatly need tions. For four months it numbered 
help, and request that our dear brethren forty-five pupils, and, in the fifth month, 
in America will continue to aid us in| fifty pupils; while a school of the ordi- 
these things.” 
(Signed,) 


| nary class, of fifty pupils mors, has been 


taught in the same village. We have 


MYAT-KEM. 
Suway Bav. 
Oo Sat. 
TooTanoo. 

A free expression of the views of all seminary resembles Newton or Andover 


called it an academy, not so much be- 
'eause it resembles academies at home, 
any more than the Karen theological 


present was encouraged. Some of the | Institution; but because it is as much 
pastors were not without misgivings as to superior to ordinary village schools, as 
the ability of the churches to support | academies at home are superior to ordi- 
both pastors and native missionaries, in- nary common schools ; and because the 
dependently of aid from America. But | principle of its support is also as differ- 
after they learned that the funds of'| ent. 

their own society were sufficient to meet The Karens have this season shewn 
all the outlay for these objects for the | their appreciation of superior school 
past three months of the current year, | teachers, by sending their children from 


and leave a balance in their treasury of | home to this and to other good schools, 


nearly three hundred rupees, and were | 
told of the large deficiency in the treas- 
ury of the Union, and of the embarrass- 
ments which many of the pastors at 
home meet, whose churches contribute, 
as well as themselves, to the support of 
Karen missions, their misgivings gave 
way to convictions of duty, and to a 
readiness to undertake to carry out the 
resolution ; and it was passed by a unan- 
imous and hearty vote. 


at their own expense for board and, in 
many cases, for tuition too, to the num- 
ber of eighty-seven pupils —a_ thing 
which they have never done before, at 
least in Bassein. In this extension and 
elevation of our village schools, as well 
as in the support of native preaching by 
native Christians, we are permitted to 
rejoice in the realization of hopes cher- 
ished and earnestly labored for, during 
the past five or six years. 


| 
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Restrictions and hindrances. 


We publish the subsequent portions of this 
communication because we are willing the 
writer should present his views of the ques- 
tions involved; though differing from our own. 
But we think it proper to prefix the subjoined 
explanations. 

The delay in supplying Arithmetics is at- 
tributable to the “new rules for the press” 
to this extent, that an Arithmetic must be 
“prepared satisfactorily to the Publication 
Committee.” (p. 150, anfe.) Boarding, or 
normal, schools being designed for the minis- 
try, in studies preliminary to theological 
teaching, and for school teachers, only a very 
inconsiderable proportion of the “pupils of 
6000 communicants’ need to be taught in 
them, provision being made for the pupils in 
day schools and academies supported by the 
Karens. The ability and zeal of the Bassein 
Karens to support schools are distinctly indi- 
cated in paragraphs of this communication 
immediately preceding. Mereover, they have 
assumed the entire support of their pastors. 
They ask help to support their schools; but 
which is easier, so far as concerns the read- 
iness of a people, to educate the young, or to 
support the ministry ? As to plans and views 
held by Karen Christians in regard to schools, 
or theological training, or the study of En- 
glish, our readers will be at little loss to attach 
to them their due importance, if they con- 
sider how limited must be the intelligence 
to which Karens can have yet attained on 
such topics, and how little they are accus- 
tomed to form opinions irrespectively of their 
missionary teachers. It must be added, that 
the limited course of theological training en- 
joyed by the Bassein Karen pastors, was 
owing to the late inaccessibleness of Burmah. 
Mr. Abbott gave such instruction as the 
times permitted. And greatly did the pastors 
profit by it. More extended and thorough in- 
struction is now available to candidates for 
the ministry; and it is to be hoped that, 
under the judicious counsel of missionaries 
directly associated with them, they will cor- 
dially accept what has been liberally pro- 
vided. 


But while we say this, we are sorry to 
say that what has been accomplished in 
the way of schools this season, has been 
done under great disadvantages, and the 
prospect before us is darkened by recent 
arrangements. We find ourselves em- 
barrassed and hindered, from the want 


of an adequate number and variety of 


text books and of properly qualified 


teachers. 
After waiting two or three months for 
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asupply of Arithmetics, which school 
teachers have repeatedly called for, we 
learn that there are none to be obtained, 
and that under the new rules for the 
press a new edition can not be finished 
in less than two years. 
We see converts and pupils constant- 
ly multiplying around us, but no ade- 
|quate provision for the instruction of 
The board- 


pastors and school teachers. 
ing schools for instruc ing the pastors of 


fifty churches and pupils of 5000 com- 
_municants, is limited by the Deputation, 
‘for both Pwo and Sgau departments, 
to fifty! The best qualified teachers of 
the forty-three schools of this season 
have told me that they could proceed 
| with their present classes but little farther 
without studying two or three months 
with me, and were greatly embarrassed 
for want of suitable books. The average 
| time which the pastors of Bassein have 
attended our boarding schools, as ap- 
peared by statistics carefully taken in 
| Feb. 1852, is less than eight months ! 
| Every variety of books now composing 
| the Karen literature could, all together, 
be carried by one man of ordinary 
strength from Rangoon to Bassein, and 
would gladly be carried by one of only 
| half the zeal of the “ young chief;”"— 
| when he exposed his life in 1838 for the 
| sake of bringing to Bassein a few Chris- 
| tian books; — were it necessary to do so 
|in order to obtain them! One young 
|man has gone to the theological semina- 
ry, others have been encouraged to go, 
| and some five or six will perhaps go in 
|the course of three or four months. 
But it is of no use to conceal the fact, 
that Karens are not satisfied with pres- 
ent arrangements. 

Not a month has passed since the re- 
turn of the Deputation, but Karens have 
earnestly asked me if there was no place 
for their children to study English in 
Maulmain; and when told there was 
none, they have asked, “ Can we not 
then send them to Rangoon, or Akyab, 
or Bengal?” And when asked why 
they were so anxious to have their chil- 
dren study English, they have replied, 
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“In order that a few may become thor- | erty could be satisfied with the crumbs 


oughly educated teachers and ministers, | which fall from economy’s table. 
and sufficiently learned to aid usin our! The Bassein Karens are in constant 
efforts to rise from the long degradation | communication with the Karens of Maul- 
which has so sunk us and still oppresses | main. Since commencing this letter, I 
us.” have mailed a package of a dozen letters 
from the Karens of this province to those 
A Karen’s plan. in Maulmain. Some five or six of Mr. 


Binney’s last scholars are among our 


The leading and intelligent Karens | most eflicient preachers and school- 
are constantly devising and suggesting | teachers. The other preachers acknowl- 


plans for the elevation of their race. edge the superior qualifications of these 


_ young men from the theological semina- 
ces that have occurred during the past | ry; and these young men and other 


I will here mention one of many instan- 


year. : Karens know well, without information 
At the recent conference, Tolo came | from the missionaries, what have been, 
to me and said, “ Teacher, I have and what now are the advantages of go- 
thought of a plan which I wish to sug- | ing to the theological seminary. I shall 
gest; whether it will hit your heart or! continue to encourage young men look- 
not, I do not know.” “Let me hear ing forward to the ministry, to go to 
what it is.” “It is this. Thahree’s | Maulmain; and when they are satisfied 
church do not like their present location, that they will enjoy better advantages 
and will come to Kyouk kyoung kee and | there than at Bassein, they will probably 
unite with other churches; so that he | go there. 

will not be needed as pastor. My plan It is far from pleasant to write what 
is that he aid you in teaching in town, may reflect upon the doings of the Dep- 
0 that you can call a large number of utation; but as a watchman on the walls 
young men to study with you.” * But) of our Karen Zion, is it not my duty to 
why should not these young men go to! inform the Executive Committee, and 
the academy, or to other good schools ?” the churches, into whose hands God has 
“ These are all very good, teacher ; but | placed, in so great a degree, the educa- 
after all, young men who study only in ‘tional as well as the religious doctrines 
the village schools, do not amount to | of this people, of their views and their 
much. They have not the influence or | aspirations after that knowledge without 
the character of those who study with | which they, as well as we, know that 
the missionaries in town.” they cannot rise in the scale of Christi- 

The factis one which had escaped my 

observation; but, on looking around | In less than nineteen years from the 
among the churches and schools, I find | time the Karens of ‘Bassein first heard 
that there is hardly one efficient pastor 


anity or civilization ? 


the gospel, they are ready to undertake 
the entire support of native preaching 
dered so by his training in the boarding | in fifty churches and among the heathen 
schools. 1 will only add, that the hearts | around them, and, except for books and 
of this people are deeply moved and in-| three or four teachers, are supporting 

the primary education of more than eight 
cation. There is manifested a hunger- | hundred pupils. 
ing and thirsting for knowledge, and 


| 
or school teacher who has not been ren- 


tensely anxious on the subject of edu- 


At this rate of pro- 
gress, what will be their numbers, their 
abilities, and their educational wants in 
God's word, which can no more be sat- | nineteen years more ? 

isfied with what may be obtained through 


first and strongest, for a knowledge of 


In connection with these facts consider, 
existing arrangements for books and for | also, the rapidity of conversions, and the 


schools, than the famishing soul of pov- | growth of churches in Rangoon, Shway- 
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gyeen and Toungoo ; and let the Baptists 
of America, in the fear of that God who 
has committed such momentous interests 
to their hands, inquire what are their 
duties to the present and future Baptists 
of Burmah? What do American Bap- 
tists wish, or expect, this people, thus 
far so remarkable in their religious 
history, to become? What ought to be 
their religious and literary character ? 
Do they wish it to be like their own ? 
If so, then why should not a literary and 
theological institution be at once estab- 
lished which shall rapidly become like 
their own in the variety and extent of 
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the studies pursued? We cannot close 
our remarks on this subject in a more 
suitable manner than by quoting the 
following, from the report on the Karen 
missions read by the Rev. Dr. Ide be- 
fore the Union at Albany. “ Tlas 
not the time come for placing the edu- 
cational branch of the Karen missions 


on a broader and more stable founda- 
|tion? Has not the time come fora 
_more systematic endeavor to consolidate 
| these scattered tribes, to give ther na- 
tionality; and by means of intellectual 
and spiritual culture, elevate them in the 
scale of social order ?” 


ANNUAL 


MEETINGS. 


The forty-first annual meeting of the Board of Managers of the American Baptist 


Missionary Union will be held in the n 


1ceting-house of the First Baptist Church, 


Chicago, Ill., on Tuesday, May 15, 1855, at 10 o'clock, A. M. 


New York, March 15, 1855. 


S. Curtine, Ree. Sec’y. 


The American Baptist Missionary Union will hold its ensuing annual meeting 


in the meeting-house of the First Baptist Church, Chicago, Ill, on Thursday, 


May 17, 1855, at 10 o'clock, A. M. The 


» annual sermon will be preached by the 


Rev. Edward Lathrop, D. D., of New York, or by the Rey. D. Newton Sheldon, 


D. D., of Maine, his alternate. 


Portland, Me., March 15, 1855. 


IL. Smarter, Ree. Sec’y. 


Donations received in March will be acknowledged in the June Magazine. 


